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Hathaway Brown Grade1 Summer Reading 

 

Dear Rising First Grade Families: 
 
We have compiled this selected list of special books in a variety of 
categories to help you make selections for summer reading. Of course you 
will find many more books at your public library, where you can also join 
a Summer Reading Club. We hope you have a wonderful summer of 
reading together as a family and enjoying other fun activities.  
 
Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Newer and Noteworthy: 
 

 

“I am a child of books”, a girl declares in A Child of Books by Oliver Jeffers.” I 

come from a world of stories”. And so begins this enchanting tale of a girl sailing 

away on a sea made, literally, of words.. Words are fashioned into the shapes of 

mountains, a monster, a dark cave, and more as the girl is joined by a boy on an 

adventure that dramatically demonstrates the freedom of imagination. 40 pages. 

  

I do NOT like to read! Madeline Finn states in Madeline Finn and the Library Dog by Lisa Papp. 

Sentences “get stuck in my mouth like peanut butter”, causing her much embarrassment when she 

is asked to read aloud. But Madeline wants to get one of the stars given to the good readers, and 

she faces her problem by taking a series of trips to the public library, where she reads aloud to 

Bonnie, a large white dog. Practicing with Bonnie teaches Madeline to be patient and gives her the 

confidence she needs to perform better when reading aloud in class. She's finally able to ignore her 

snickering classmates by pretending she is reading to the patient, nonjudgmental Bonnie. 32p. 

 

In Rainbow Weaver, Tejedora del Arcoiris by LInda Elovitz Marshall, Ixchel wants to help her 

mother weave so that she can pay for her school fees. Because there isn't enough thread available, 

Ixchel must find alternative materials if she wishes to make weavings to sell at the market. Set in 

Guatemala, telling of the Mayan women's resourcefulness and the tradition of weaving, Marshall's 

bilingual story recounts how Ixchel uses plastic bags littered in her community to create beautiful, 

rainbow-colored weavings. Based on an actual recycling movement in Guatemala. 40 pages. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

From author Lane Smith, it was A Perfect Day for Cat basking in the sunshine, for Dog 

frolicking in a plastic pool, for Chickadee enjoying the birdseed--even Squirrel was relishing a 

corncob. Then bear lumbers onto the scene and--well, it WAS a perfect day. The humorous 

surprise ending will make children laugh as they ponder the concept of perfect--what is perfect 

for one, may not be perfect for another. 32 pages. 

 

 

Occasional arguments and the need to mend a friendship are universal challenges. On Planet 

Boborp, "teef are long and tempers are short," yet two lookalike pink and purple aliens "have 

been best frints since they were little blobbies." When Yelfred receives a spossip (spaceship) 

for his blurfday, Omek takes it for a spin and schmackles it to pieces. Yelfred bites Omek's tail 

off ("Luckily, on Boborp, tails grow back") and calls him a "double-dirt bleebo." After cooling 

down, they fix the vehicle with "taypo" and a "sturpler," restoring their frintship. 40 pages. 

 

 

The Seven Princesses by Smiliana Coh.  

Once upon a time, there were seven princess sisters who did everything together, from 

horseback riding to jumping in royal leaf piles to throwing legendary pianata parties. But one 

day, they had the biggest fight in the entire history of princess fighting. There was no worse 

sound than the sound of this fight. Will the sisters ever find a way to fill their kingdom with 

sounds of laughter and playing again? 40 pages. 

 

 

Big Cat, Little Cat by Elisha Cooper is about the circle of life, "There was a cat // who lived 

alone. / Until the day // a new cat came." The big white cat meets the little black cat and shows 

it how to be a cat: when to drink and when to eat, where to potty, and when to nap. The black 

cat grows up, and the two do everything together: climbing, hunting, exploring, and 

(sometimes) going wild--but just for a short time. Years go by, and the white cat gets older. 

One day the black cat is alone...and that is hard "for everyone." With quiet grace, Cooper 

delivers the message that love persists through loss. 40 pages. 

 

 

Battered wheels, rusty cogs, broken springs: Norton, an adorable robot, collects this "junk" and 

uses it to create amazing inventions. But one day he and his dog Alpha find something they've 

never seen before: a flower! At first, they're baffled . . . but when a seed blossoms into a 

flowery field, the two discover the true magic of nature. 44 pages.  

 

 

The Story Book Knight; Even dragons love a good story by Helen & Thomas Docherty 

who also wrote the delightful story, The Snatchabook 

Leo was a gentle knight 

in thought and word and deed. 

While other knights liked fighting,  

Leo liked to sit and read... 

When Leo's mom and dad pack him off to fight a dragon, he takes a shield, a sword--and a 

pile of his favorite books. 

But can a story be as mighty as a sword?  32 pages.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Lotus & Feather by Ji-li Jiang 

A winter illness left Lotus, a little girl, without a voice and without friends. A hunter's bullet left 

Feather, a crane, injured and unable to fly. As Lotus nurses Feather back to health, their bond 

grows. Soon Feather is following Lotus everywhere, even to school!  40 pages. 

 

 

In Charlotte’s Very Own Dress by Trisha Krauss, Charlotte is the youngest of six girls in the 

lavish Bartlett-Kruger household. While she enjoys playing with her sisters and welcomes their 

outgrown toys, Charlotte dislikes being stuck with their hand-me-down clothes. When their 

parents plan a fancy dress-up party, the girls anticipate wearing a stylish new outfit, all except 

Charlotte, who expects to be the wallflower of the group. 40 pages. 

 

 

 

In Take Your Time; A Tale of Harriet, the Galapagos Tortoise by Eva Furrow a Galapagos 

tortoise learns that everyone has his or her own appropriate rhythm. Harriet, a slow-moving 

resident of one of the Galapagos Islands, endures the scolding of her neighbors, swims to 

another island "to see the penguin parade," appreciates the variety of animals over, on, in, and 

under the ground and water, tries out speed by riding on a dolphin's back, and returns with a 

new sense of self-respect. 32 pages. 

 

 

In Please, Please the Bees by Gerald Kelley, Benedict has a pretty sweet life for a bear. Every 

morning the bees leave a jar of honey on his doorstep, and every day he has honey for 

breakfast and honey in his tea. It's an important part of his day. But all that changes when the 

bees go on strike. Now it's up to Benedict to listen to the bees, and he realizes there's a lot 

more he could be doing to help them. 32 pages. 

 

 

In The Cookie Fiasco by Mo Willems and Dan Santat, a book within a book, readers are 

greeted by Elephant and Piggie, who are ready to share "some of their favorite books" with 

readers. Santat tackles the subject of division in a way that young kids will relate to--figuring out 

how to split up cookies fairly. The characters include a nervous purple hippo, a crocodile, a 

squirrel with pigtails, and a blue squirrel with glasses. They have a problem. There are four of 

them and only three cookies. How will they divide them up equally?  64 pages. 

 

 

Author Patricia MacLachlan has taken her love of animal stories and created an engaging early 

chapter book, Barkus, for young readers. This is the tale of a family caring for Barkus, a big 

brown dog given to them by a favorite uncle. Each chapter finds Barkus and Nicky, his young 

owner, embarking on silly adventures, from a raucous dog birthday party to an overnight 

campout. Barkus is an affectionate, gentle family pet with a distinct personality, 56 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Popular Series, Early Readers, and Trilogies: 
 

 

Author Molly Idle’s wordless picture books with interactive flaps. In Flora 

and the Flamingo, Flora and her graceful flamingo friend explore dance 

with a twist, a turn, and even a flop, until these unlikely friends learn at last 

how to dance together in perfect harmony. Flora takes to the ice In Flora 

and the Penguin and forms an unexpected friendship with a penguin. Flora 

learns, in Flora and the Peacocks, that a three-way friendship and dance 

can be complicated. 32 or 40 pages each. 

 

In author Jon Klassen’s award-winning hat trilogy, we meet serious and 

silly animals, and sometimes animals who don’t tell the truth. In I Want 

My Hat Back, a single-minded bear looks for his lost hat, but none of the 

other animals have seen it. Or have they? The theme of silliness and 

hats continues in This Is Not my Hat (A Caldecott winner) and We 

Found a Hat. 40 - 56 pages. 
 

 
 

In Rabbit & Robot, the Sleepover by Cece Bell, Robot arrives for a sleepover and 

Rabbit shows him his list of what they're going to do. They make pizza, (Rabbit tops his 

pizza with carrots and lettuce; Robot prefers bolts and screws), watch TV, play Go Fish, 

and go to bed, with all kinds of silliness along the way. Three's a crowd in Bell's follow-

up to Rabbit & Robot, the Sleepover, entitled Rabbit & Robot & Ribbit, when Rabbit 

gets jealous of Robot's new amphibian pal, Ribbit. 48 and 50 pages respectively. 

 

 

In Dory Fantasmagory by Abby Hanlon, 6-year-old Dory, called Rascal, 

recounts how she finally gets her older brother and sister to play with her. 

In Dory Fantasmagory; The Real True Friend, Dory makes a new 

friend at school but her brother and sister are sure Rosabelle is 

imaginary, just like all of Dory's other friends. In Dory Fantasmagory; 

Dory Dory Black Sheep, Dory's imagination exceeds her reading ability, 

but after a black sheep follows her out of the pages of a book, she 

decides to work at this new skill. 151-160 pages. 

 

In Duck, Duck Porcupine by Salina Yoon, three friends, a Big Duck, Little Duck, and Porcupine star 

in a trio of stories that blend elements of picture books, chapter books, and comics. Told entirely 

through dialogue between Big Duck and Porcupine (Little Duck never speaks, though his eyes say 

plenty), two stories follow the friends efforts to go picnicking and camping; rain disrupts the first 

outing, and Big Duck’s 100-item packing list threatens the other. In the remaining story, Big Duck, 

attempts to remember something she has forgotten (Porcupine’s birthday). 64 pages.  

 

Mo Willems' beginning-reader superstars share their favorite books with readers in the new series 

Elephant & Piggie Like Reading!. In the first book, We Are Growing! an exciting thing is happening. 

The grass is growing! One blade grows tall, another grows curly, and two grow pointy. As these 

changes occur, the blades of grass declare what it is that makes them unique--all but one, that is. 

The last blade of grass has no distinguishing feature of note, and no matter how much the group 

wrack their brains, they can't figure it out. Then, the great equalizer, the lawn mower, comes along. It 

takes this event for the blade to discover his special quality. 64 pages. 



 

 

 

 

 

English/Spanish. In Marisol McDonald Doesn’t Match by Monica 

Brown, the lively Marisol, who is Peruvian-Scottish-American, has 

brown skin and hair "the color of fire." In Marisol McDonald and 

the Clash Bash: Marisol McDonald y La Fiesta Sin Igual, turns 

eight and throws a fabulously mismatched party. In Marisol 

McDonald and the Monster: Marisol McDonald y El Monstruo 

Marisol confronts her fear of monsters and unfamiliar nighttime 

noises. 32p 

 

It's the third day of summer vacation, and Lark's halmoni--that's Korean for grandmother--has 

promised to take Lark and her twin brother, Connor, to the library. Only trouble is, they arrive to 

discover that the town librarian is missing her key to the library. Lucky for her, Lark just happens 

to be a budding private eye. Can rookie detectives Lark and Connor solve this mystery and 

recover the lost key? Lark Holds the Key by Natasha Deen is the first book in the Lark Ba 

detective series. 

 

In this new series, a lovable dog helps his human girl solve 

mysteries. In King and Kayla and the Case of the Missing 

Dog Treats King and Kayla are playing fetch with their friends, 

Jillian and Thor King’s ball goes missing! King and Kayla must 

put together the clues to figure out where it went and who has it. 

The other two titles available in this series so far are: King  & 

Kayla and the Case of the Secret Code and King & Kayla and 

the Case of the Mysterious Mouse. 
 

In this first book in the Zoey and Sassafras series by Asia Citro, Dragons and Marshmallows, 

Zoey--a resourceful budding scientist with her cat sidekick--learns that her mother has been 

secretly healing magical animals in their backyard. Naturally, Zoey wants to help, but when a sick 

baby dragon appears while her mother is away, she must use the tools available to her to help the 

dragon survive.  Additional titles in this series so far are: Monsters and Mold and Merhorses 

and Bubbles. 96 pages. 

 

This series, Miss Hartwell’s Class Adventures by Julie 

Danneberg features three titles about a primary classroom. 

These include, First Day Jitters, about a student’s first day in a 

new school, First Year Letters about a new teacher's first year, 

which is told in a series of classroom letters, and Field Trip 

Fiasco about a field trip to the zoo. 32 pages. 

 

 

In All Paws on Deck, two canine pals star in this entertaining, comics-style chapter book series 

for early readers. Haggis, a Scottie dog, is bored, and lunchtime seems far away. But then Tank, 

a Great Dane, rolls by in her wagon and suggests playing pirates. Soon Bootleg Bonny (Tank) 

and Captain Scurvy (Haggis) are piloting their wagon turned ship, the Golden Biscuit, on an 

adventure. The second book in this series by Jessica Young is Digging for Dinos and the third 

title is Howl at the Moon.  80 pages.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

The Squishy McFluff books by Pip Jones introduce readers to Ava and her invisible cat, the 

adorable Squishy McFluff. The first title, The Invisible Cat tells the story of Ava playing outside 

and "finding" the cat in the vegetable garden. The two play happily together, and Ava brings 

Squishy home and introduces him to her mother. Mummy plays along at first, pretending to see 

the cat, until Squishy's antics get out of control. Mummy tries to get rid of Squishy but to no avail. 

Eventually, Ava assures her mother that Squishy will learn to behave, and Mummy agrees to let 

him stay. In the second book, Squishy McFluff’s Supermarket Sweep, Squishy's exploits 

continue, this time at the grocery story--to Mummy's great consternation. 80 pages. 

 

 

In the first chapter of Pig & Goose and the First Day of Spring, by Rebecca Bond, Pig sets off 

for a picnic on the first day of spring and meets Goose. "How well you fly!" she comments, and 

Goose suggests that he teach her.  Alas, pigs famously do not fly, but rather than feeling 

disappointed, Pig sees the humor in the situation and the two friends enjoy a lovely-grounded-

picnic. Still, Pig is feeling a bit useless, but then she remembers she's a good event planner, and 

the first day of spring (and the book) ends with a dinner and dance party.  48 pages. 

 

 

Classics and Enduring Favorites: 

 

 
In Tar Beach, Cassie Lightfoot, a girl growing up in Harlem in the 1930s, has a dream--to be 

free to go wherever she wants for the rest of her life. One night, up on "Tar Beach"--the rooftop 

of her family's apartment building--her dream comes true. The stars lift her up, and she flies 

over the city, claiming everything she sees as her own. The book, originally created as a story 

quilt, reproduced on the cover and in the last pages of the book, recounts the dream 

adventures of eight-year-old Cassie. 32 pages 

 

 

In The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes, Wanda Petronski, a little Polish girl in an 

American school, is laughed at because she always wears a faded blue dress.  Her 

classmates mock her "funny" last name (Petron-ski) and her claims that she has 100 dresses 

at home even though she wears the same one to school each day. And then, her classmates 

learn that Wanda does  have a hundred dresses and they learn a larger lesson about choices 

and actions as well.  

80 pages 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

This original folktale set in Cameroon is full of adventure and sly humor. Lloyd Alexander's story 

of a young man visiting -- and then becoming -- the village fortune-teller is brought to vibrant life 

with some of Caldecott Medalist Trina Schart Hyman's most memorable artwork. A tale for all 

ages, The Fortune-tellers is a funny, playful story.32 pages. 

 

 

"There was a girl in the village who loved horses... She led the horses to drink at the river. She 

spoke softly and they followed. People noticed that she understood horses in a special way."  

And so begins the story, The Girl Who Loved Wild Horses,  by Paul Goble, of a young Native 

American girl devoted to the care of her tribe's horses. With simple text and beautiful 

illustrations. The tale tells how the girl eventually transforms to forever run free. 32 pages. 

 

 

 

In the Hello, Goodbye Window by Norton Juster, a curly haired girl, who dances with wiggly 

energy in Raschka's lush paintings, describes playful visits to her Nanna and Poppy, whose 

kitchen window provides the perfect place to say hello and goodbye. "You can climb up on the 

flower barrel and tap," she says, "then duck down and they won't know who did it." Her 

grandparents welcome her into a sunlit, spacious kitchen filled with plants, where she doodles 

and listens to Poppy play "Oh, Susannah" on the harmonica. At night, the "Hello, Goodbye 

Window" functions as a mirror, and the girl jokes about being outside looking in. 32 pages. 

 

Reworking a Cuban folktale, that authors Pat Mora and Libby Martinez entitle ¡Bravo, Chico 

Canta! ¡Bravo!  the authors introduce opera-loving mouse Mrs. Canta and her large family who 

live in a theater and love the performing arts. Mrs. Canta speaks Cricket, Spider, Moth, Spanish, 

English and Italian, so when the youngest, Chico Canta, echoes her "Dulces sueños, sweet 

dreams," she exclaims "Bilingual" in approval. But Chico speaks more than just two languages, as 

he proves when a family production of Three Little Pigs is nearly spoiled by Little Gato-Gato and 

he leads the audience in a loud chorus of "Bow-wow! Bow-wow! Bow-wow!" that averts the threat. 

32 pages. 

 

In Over the Ocean, a girl who stands at the ocean’s shore, her back to readers, doesn’t move  in 

this breezy story, first published in Japan in 1979 and rooted in a familiar question: “What is over 

the ocean?” The bottom third of each spread remains static, showing the girl on a stretch of 

beach; above that, however, are changing imagined scenes, including striped and checkerboard 

skyscrapers, kids zipping around on amusement-park rides, and a menagerie of stylized animals. 

The girl’s imagination makes repeated leaps across the sea as author Taro Gomi follows each 

question with a string of answers and further questions, thereby inviting readers to add to the girl’s 

guesses by using their own imagination. 36 pages 

 

 

It's summer in the city and a three-week drought has made the heat nearly unbearable. "Come 

on, Rain!" Tess pleads to the sky as listless vines and parched plants droop in the endless heat. 

Then the clouds roll in and the rain pours. And Tess, her friends, and their mothers join in 

together in a rain dance to celebrate the shower that renews both body and spirit. By Karen 

Hesse, Come On, Rain! Is lyrically written and beautifully illustrated. 32 pages. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Poetry, Poetic Prose, and Books in Verse: 

 
Owl Sees Owl by Laura Godwin. "Soar/Glide/Swoop/Swoosh." A young owlet leaves his nest one 

night for a solo adventure--and, by the light of the moon, sees his reflection in the water. 

"Owl/Sees/Owl." Startled, he makes his way back home, where he finds safety in the comfort of his 

nest. "Sister/Brother/Mama/Home." With only a few words per page, this poetic picture book is 

inspired by reverso poetry. 40 pages. 

 

 

Helen Nieto Phillips’s bilingual picture book–length poem Where Love Begins: A Poem/Donde 

comienza el amor: Un poema is a sensitive tribute to home, family (specifically grandmothers), 

and tradition.  

 

 

 

In The Water Princess by Susan Verde, an international story based on the childhood of Georgie 

Badiel in Burkina Faso, Verde and Reynolds follow a girl, Gie Gie, and her mother as they retrieve 

water for the family's use. Gie Gie claims she can "tame the wild dogs with my song" and "make 

the wind play hide-and-seek," but finding clean water is beyond her ability. Verde's poetic language 

reflects the length and difficulty of Gie Gie and her mother's trek, along with the positive spirit the 

girl brings to the task. The author note provides possible solutions. 40 pages 

 

Gilles Tibo’s All the World a Poem is dedicated to the universal joy poetry can produce, with 

much food for thought for budding poets. “Poetry lives in books, yes,/but also in the stars,/on the 

moon,/in tree-branch tangles./Anything the world can be/in nighttime hush or daytime glee/is 

poetry.” 32 pages. 

 

 

Three-time Caldecott Honor-recipient, Mo Willems, is the author of Nanette’s Baguette, a tale of 

good intentions. Nanette is a French schoolgirl in a quaint straw hat and plaid skirt. Her mother 

hands her a coin and sends her to the bakery: "Getting to get the baguette is Nanette's biggest 

responsibility yet. Is Nanette set to get the baguette? You bet!" She sees four friends, but cannot 

linger: " 'Gotta jet! I've got a baguette to get, ' says Nanette to the quartet." Baker Juliette sells 

Nanette a loaf, and the girl samples a warm bite. And later...droops home "beset with regret." 40 

pages. 

 

 

Dr. Potts, My Pets Have Spots! By Rod Hull and Miriam Latimer.  

When Mr. Betts’s eight different pets develop spots, he takes them to the vet. Dr. Potts’s medicine 

cures the spots, but gives them stripes instead! This hilarious rhyming story rollicks along from 

one problem to the next as Dr. Potts finally cures Mr. Betts’s wacky collection of pets. 

32 pages. 

 

 

In One Tiny Turtle by Nicola Davies, a Loggerhead turtle swims the ocean for 30 years, 

wandering thousands of miles in her search for food, until one summer night she returns to the 

very same beach where she was born to lay her own eggs. An International Reading Association 

Teacher's Choice. 28 pages. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Beastly Verse, author Johee Yoon creates a monstrous menagerie to accompany 16 

poems about animals real and imagined. Foldout pages enhance the sense of movement. 

Opening a large flap turns D.H. Lawrence's "Humming-Bird" into a fearsome prehistoric beast 

with pointed teeth and a snaking tongue.  Other poems include Ogden Nash's "The Eel," 

William Blake's "The Tiger," and Palmer Brown's 'The Spangled Pandemonium," a long-tailed 

animal that goes missing from the zoo. 48 pages. 

 

In Flowers are Calling, author Rita Gray establishes a playful pattern: In each of three 

double-page spreads, she pairs a nonpollinating animal and a pollinator. "Flowers are calling 

a little black bear. / No, not a bear! He doesn't care. // They're calling a butterfly / to dip from 

the air." An anchoring spread names the three preceding plants, providing prose nuggets 

about their pollinators' preferences. "Hummingbirds use their long tongues to reach the 

nectar hidden in deep tubular flowers, and hover as they drink." Concluding prose invites 

children to examine flowers for elements like pattern, shape and smell, explaining how 

pollinators utilize these attributes. 32 pages. 

 

Nonfiction, Biographies, Stories Based on Actual Events and People: 

 

 
In 1960, African-American runner Wilma Rudolph won three gold medals in the Olympic 

Games. In Quickest Kid in Clarksville, a story about teamwork and determination, author Pat 

Zeitlow Miller imagines the children Rudolph might have inspired. Alta lives in Rudolph's 

hometown of Clarksville, TN, which will be honoring the runner's victories in an upcoming 

parade (an author's note explains that the parade was the first major non-segregated event in 

Clarksville's history). Alta adores Rudolph and considers herself to be Clarksville's fastest kid, 

until she meets Charmaine, who has a brand-new pair of running shoes and boasts, "I'm faster 

than anyone." 40 pages. 

 

A heartfelt U.S. history lesson that's less about our differences and more about how "We are 

ALL Americans, / Just the same." Author and Caldecott Honoree Ringgold showcases the 

arrival of people immigrating to America in We Came to America. "Some of us were already 

here / Before the others came," reads an image with Native Americans clad in ornate jewelry 

and patterned robes. The following spread continues, "And some of us were brought in chains, 

/ Losing our freedom and our names." Shown are three bound, enslaved Africans and an 

African family unchained, free.  "We came to America, / Every color, race, and religion, / From 

every country in the world." Preceding the story, Ringgold dedicates the book "to all the 

children who come to America....May we welcome them....” 32 pages. 

 

This is the first book in Rana DiOrio's award-winning What Does It Mean To Be ...? series, 

What Does It Mean To Be Global? Join children from around the world as they play, sing, 

and travel, trying all types of food and experiencing other traditions. Living respectfully and 

peacefully with one another, they celebrate diversity, see how their actions affect another 

person's experience, and come to understand that being global means being a citizen of the 

world. 32 pages.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Other titles in the What Does It Mean series include: 

What Does It Mean To Be Kind? 

What Does It Mean To Be Green? 

What Does It Mean To Be Present? 

What Does It Mean To Be An Entrepreneur?  

 

 

 

Life today is a lot different than it was in the past. Think of the things 

you have today. The clothes you wear. The kind of home you live in. 

The foods you eat. Many of these probably wouldn’t be the same if 

you were living in a different period of time. Through the stories of 

the If You Were a Kid series, readers are transported to some of the 

most important moments in U.S. history.  32 pages each.  

 

 

  

As soon as Ann Cole Lowe could walk, her momma and grandma taught her to sew. She 

worked near her momma in their Alabama family shop in the early 1900s, making beautiful 

dresses for women who went to fancy parties. When Ann was 16, her momma died, and Ann 

continued sewing dresses. It wasn't easy, especially when she went to design school and 

had to learn alone, segregated from the rest of the class. But  the clothes she made, 

including Jackie Kennedy's wedding dress and Olivia de Havilland's Oscar dress set her 

spirit soaring. Fancy Party Gowns by Deborah Blumenthal  shines 

the spotlight on a little-known woman who was passionate about: making elegant gowns for 

women. 40 pages. 

 

 

Laurence Anholt inspires children with this much-loved 

art history series, Anholt’s Artists which is read 

around the world. Each story, enhanced with Anholt's 

illustrations on every page, includes an adventure story 

of a famous artist and a child. There are eight stories in 

the series so far.  32 pages.  

 

 

 

 

Lighter Than Air; Sophie Blanchard, the First Woman 

Pilot by Matthew Clark Smith. The story of Sophie 

Blanchard, an extraordinary woman who is largely 

forgotten despite her claim to being the very first female 

pilot in history. In eighteenth-century France, 

"balloonomania" has fiercely gripped the nation . . . but all 

of the pioneering aeronauts are men. The job of shattering 

that myth falls to a most unlikely figure: a shy girl from a 

seaside village, entirely devoted to her dream of flight.  

32 pages. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Who grows our juicy fruits and yummy vegetables? Who raises animals for our tasty eggs, 

milk and meat? Who catches fresh fish for our table? Farmers and fishermen show off their 

bounty in this lively look at the people who produce the food on which we all rely. Grow! 

Raise! Catch! How We Get Our Food by Shelley Rotner is filled with bright and enticing 

photographs, an accessible text, and a breakdown of the farm-to-table process.  
 

 

 

 

In Luna & Me, a nature lover called Butterfly saves a redwood by living up in the tree for 

738 days. Basing her story on the actual experience of forest activist Julia Butterfly Hill, a 

young adult whose tree-sit took place from December 1997 to December 1999,  author 

Jenny Sue Kostecki-Shaw reimagines it as the tale of a young girl and a tree with bright 

eyes and loving arms. 

 

 

In How Deep is the Ocean? by Kathleen Weidner Zoehfeld the ocean is explored, from 

its shallowest waters to its deepest, most mysterious parts. Discover glowing animals, 

strange creatures that don't need sunlight to survive, and even the largest hunter in the 

world. This is of the many books in the Let’s Read & Find Out series, the winner of the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science/Subaru Science Books & Films 

Prize for Outstanding Science Series. 40 pages. 

 

 

The oversize books in the Amazing Animal series are notable for their 

extraordinary photographs.  All of the books include the basics about the 

animals' habits, life cycles, and descriptions of how they function within 

their environment. There are nearly 50 titles in this series, with titles 

ranging from Alligators, Beavers, Flamingoes, and Kangaroos, to 

Komodo Dragons, Parrots, Swans, and Wolves 

 

 

 

No One Saw; Ordinary Things Through the Eyes of an Artist by Bob 

Raczka, is a simple rhyming, repetitive text accompanied by a collection 

of reproductions of 16 works by famous painters. (“No one saw hay like 

Claude Monet. No one saw fish like Paul Klee.”) In addition to serving as 

an introduction to some of the world’s greatest artists, this book also 

communicates the point that people see the world in many different ways. 

This book would be a great read before a first trip to the art museum. 32 

pages. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

In On Earth, author G. Brian Karas takes readers on “a giant ride in space/spinning like a 

merry-go-round” With minimal text, the book explains in words and colorful pictures the Earth’s 

daily and yearly cycles. Although the concepts are complex, children will get a rudimentary 

explanation of the orbit, rotation and tilt of planet Earth, gravity, why we have seasons, and 

what happens as day turns into night. Vocabulary is simple for early readers, but because the 

scientific concepts are complex, some adult explanation will be welcome. 32 pages. 

 

 

 

In an upbeat story based on the life of Cuban musician Millo Castro Zaldarriaga, Drum Dream 

Girl by Margarita Engle, a talented young girl with a passion for drumming dreams of playing 

music. Told repeatedly that girls cannot be drummers, she refuses to give up, practicing in 

secret and delighting in every bit of music around her. A visit to an open-minded music teacher 

results in lessons and, eventually, the opportunity to perform in public. Vibrant, warm, and 

hopeful, this expressive story shows the power of perseverance and importance of following 

your dreams. 48 pages. 

 

 

Nadia, the Girl Who Couldn’t Sit Still by Karlin Gray, is the story of Nadia Comaneci and it’s 

a tale as energetic as the gymnast herself. Born in a Romanian village, Nadia couldn't sit still. 

She skated, rode bikes, and climbed trees. To harness some of that energy, her mother 

signed her up for gymnastic lessons, where she was spotted by famed coach Bela Karolyi, 

who took her under his wing. Was she good at first? No, but her dedication took her all the 

way to the 1976 Olympics. 40 pages. 

 

 

 

In She Persisted; 13 American Women Who Changed the World, Chelsea Clinton 

introduce 13 women who overcame obstacles to affect history, beginning by telling girls not to 

listen to naysayers. Clinton then introduces reporter Nelly Bly, labor activist Clara Lemlich, 

Senator Margaret Chase Smith, and ballerina Maria Tallchief, among others, in short 

paragraphs.  This book also features Harriet Tubman, Helen Keller, Virginia Apgar, Claudette 

Colvin, Ruby Bridges, Sally Ride, Florence Griffith Joyner, Oprah Winfrey, Sonia Sotomayor--

and one cameo. 32 pages.  

 


