
If you have a book that you would like to read, email your English teacher for permission. 

HATHAWAY	BROWN	SCHOOL 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
SUMMER	READING	8TH 	GRADE 	

Dear Rising Eighth Grader, 
We have compiled a list of special books in a variety of categories for your summer reading pleasure. In 
addition to your two (2) required titles, please choose any two (2) books from the list, and follow the 
instructions provided by Ms. Zappas' letter and on Haiku. You can choose ANY of the books on this list in 
whichever order you like! The list is broken down into sections for ease. Please explore and enjoy!  

CLASSIC	

THE	BLUE	SWORD																																
BY	ROBIN	MCKINLEY	(1987)	

Prequel: The Hero and the Crown; 
Newbery Medal Honor Book, 1983  
Harry, bored with her sheltered life in the 
remote orange-growing colony of Daria, 
discovers magic in herself when she is 

kidnapped by a native king with mysterious powers. 

	

THE	DARKANGEL																																
BY	MEREDITH	ANN	PIERCE	(1998)	

The servant girl Aeriel must choose 
between destroying her vampire master 
for his evil deeds or saving him for the 
sake of his beauty and the spark of 
greatness she has seen in him. 

 
 
 

	 	 	

WATERSHIP	DOWN																													
BY	RICHARD	ADAMS	(1972)	

A group of hardy Berkshire rabbits share 
many adventures together as they search 
for a safe place to establish a new warren 
after the destruction of their community. 

	

IF	YOU	COME	SOFTLY																									
BY	JACQUELINE	WOODSON	

After meeting at their private school in 
New York, fifteen-year-old Jeremiah, 
who is black and whose parents are 
separated, and Ellie, who is white and 
whose mother has twice abandoned her, 

fall in love and then try to cope with people's reactions. 
 
 

	 	 	

AND	THEN	THERE	WERE	NONE	
BY	AGATHA	CHRISTIE		

First, there were ten - a curious 
assortment of strangers summoned as 
weekend guests to a private island off the 
coast of Devon. Their host, an eccentric 
millionaire unknown to all of them, is 
nowhere to be found. All that the guests 

have in common is a wicked past they're unwilling to reveal 
- and a secret that will seal their fate. For each has been 
marked for murder. One by one they fall prey. Before the 
weekend is out, there will be none.  

	

THE	ONCE	AND	FUTURE	KING	(THE	
ONCE	AND	FUTURE	KING	#1-4)	

BY	T.H.	WHITE 

 Once upon a time, a young boy called 
“Wart” was tutored by a magician 
named Merlyn in preparation for a 
future he couldn’t possibly imagine. A 
future in which he would ally himself 

with the greatest knights, love a legendary queen and unite 
a country dedicated to chivalrous values. A future that 
would see him crowned and known for all time as Arthur, 
King of the Britons. 
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THE	PRINCE	AND	THE	PAUPER	
BY	MARK	TWAIN	

This treasured historical satire, played 
out in two very different socioeconomic 
worlds of 16th-century England, centers 
around the lives of two boys born in 
London on the same day: Edward, Prince 
of Wales and Tom Canty, a street beggar. 

During a chance encounter, the two realize they are 
identical and, as a lark, decide to exchange clothes and 
roles--a situation that briefly, but drastically, alters the lives 
of both youngsters.  
 
 

	

PARROT	IN	THE	OVEN:	MI	VIDA	
BY	VICTOR	MARTINEZ		

Dad believed people were like money. 
You could be a $1000 person or a $100 
person – even a $1 person. Below that, 
everybody was just nickels and dimes. 
To my dad, we were pennies. Fourteen-
year old Manny Hernandez wants to be 

more than just a penny. He wants to be a vato firme, the 
kind of guy people respect. In Manny's neighborhood, the 
way to get respect is to be in a gang. But Manny's not sure 
that joining a gang is the solution. Because, after all, it's his 
life – he wants to be the one to decide what happens to it. 

NEW	AND	NOTEWORTHY	

THE	EDGE	OF	EVERYTHING																																			
BY	JEFF	GILES	(JAN.	31,	2017)	

Girl loves boy. Boy turns out to be a 
supernatural bounty hunter straight from 
hell. Girl must figure out what this means 
for her and her family in this fast-paced, 
high-stakes story from a first-time author 
and former EW editor.    

	

RONIT	&	JAMIL																																			
BY	PAMELA	L.	LASKIN		(FEB.	2017)	

An Israeli girl and a Palestinian boy are 
star-crossed lovers at the heart of this 
modern-day retelling of 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.  

	 	 	

STRANGER	THAN	FANFICTION											
BY	CHRIS	COLFER		(FEB.	28,	2017)	

Colfer (briefly) sets aside his best-selling 
middle grade series for a second YA novel 
that stars a popular actor who takes four 
fans up on their offer for a cross-country 
road trip. 

	

FLAME	IN	THE	MIST																											
BY	RENEE	AHDIEH	(MAY	16,	2017)	

The daughter of a samurai works to 
figure out who planned the bandit attack 
that almost killed her, by going 
undercover as a young peasant boy in 
Ahdieh’s latest series.  

	 	 	

THE	SERPENT	KING																					
BY	JEFF	ZENTNER	(2016)	

Dill has had to wrestle with vipers his 
whole life at home, he handles real 
poisonous rattlesnakes, and at school, 
where he faces bullies. The only antidote 
to all this venom is his friendship with 

fellow outcasts Travis and Lydia. But as they are starting 
their senior year, Graduation feels more like an ending to 
Dill than a beginning. But even before then, he must cope 
with another ending- one that will rock his life to the core. 

	

	A	STUDY	IN	CHARLOTTE	
BY	BRITTANY	CAVALLARO		(2016)	

Jamie Watson has always been intrigued 
by Charlotte Holmes; after all, their 
great-great-great-grandfathers are one 
of the most famous pairs in history. 
When Jamie and Charlotte end up at the 

same boarding school, and a student dies under suspicious 
circumstances, ripped straight from the most terrifying of 
the Sherlock Holmes stories, Jamie can no longer afford to 
keep his distance. Danger is mounting and nowhere is 
safe—and the only people they can trust are each other. 
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THE	SUN	IS	ALSO	A	STAR																			
BY	NICOLA	YOON	(2016)	

Natasha: I’m a girl who believes in 
science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. 
I’m definitely not the kind of girl who 
meets a cute boy in New York City and 
falls in love with him. Not when my 
family is 12 hours away from being 

deported. Daniel: I’ve always been the good son, the good 
student, living up to my parents’ high expectations. Never 
the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about 
all that.  The Universe: Every moment in our lives has 
brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie 
before us. Which one will come true? 

	

EVERY	HIDDEN	THING						
BY	KENNETH	OPPEL	(2016)	

Somewhere in the Badlands, lies the 
skeleton of a massive dinosaur, larger 
than anything the world has ever seen. 
For Samuel Bolt, the king dinosaur 
could put him and his archaeologist 
father in the history books. For Rachel 

Cartland this find could be her ticket to a life away from 
marriage and her professor father. As their paths cross and 
the family rivalry becomes more intense, Samuel and 
Rachel are pushed closer together. Can they join forces to 
find their quarry, and with it a new life together, or will old 
enmities and prejudices keep them from both the dinosaur 
and each other?  

	 	 		

LUCY	AND	LINH																										
BY	ALICE	PUNG	(2014)	

A literary Mean Girls meets Fresh Off the 
Boat that follows Lucy as she tries to 
balance her life at home surrounded by 
her Chinese immigrant family, with her 
life at a pretentious private school. 

	

SOMETHING	IN	BETWEEN	
BY	MELISSA	DE	LA	CRUZ	(2016)	

Jasmine de los Santos is pretty and 
popular; she’s studied hard, & made her 
Filipino immigrant parents proud with a 
college scholarship. Then it shatters; her 
entire family is illegal. That means no 

scholarships, maybe no college & the threat of deportation. 
	 	 	

THE	HIRED	GIRL																																				
BY	LAURA	AMY	SCHLITZ	(2015)	

Fourteen-year-old Joan Skraggs, just like 
the heroines in her beloved novels, yearns 
for real life and true love. Over the 
summer of 1911, Joan pours her heart out 
into her diary as she seeks a new, better 

life for herself--because maybe a hired girl can become a 
woman with a future. 

	

BEFORE	I	FALL.																						
BY	LAUREN	OLIVER	(2010)	

For popular high school senior 
Samantha Kingston, “Cupid Day" should 
be one big party, a day of valentines and 
roses. And it is…until she dies in a 
terrible accident that night. However, 

she still wakes up the next morning. In fact, Sam lives the 
last day of her life seven times, until she realizes that by 
making even the slightest changes, she may hold more 
power than she ever imagined. 

	 	 	

HOW	TO	SAVE	A	LIFE																										
BY	SARA	ZARR	(2011)	

Told from their own viewpoints, 
seventeen-year-old Jill, in grief over the 
loss of her father, and Mandy, nearly 
nineteen, are thrown together when Jill's 
mother agrees to adopt Mandy's unborn 

child but nothing turns out as they had anticipated. 

	

CODE	NAME	VERITY																												
BY	ELIZABETH	WEIN	(2012)	

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes 
in Nazi-occupied France and the 
survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, 
espionage, and great courage as she 
relates what she must to survive while 

keeping secret all that she can. 
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EVERYTHING,	EVERYTHING																
BY	NICOLA	YOON	(2015)	

Suffering from ”bubble baby disease,“ 
Madeline has lived for 18 years in a 
sterile, sealed house with her physician 
mother. … Her life is turned upside down 
when a troubled new family moves in 
next door and she sees Olly for the first 

time. Olly, a white boy ”with a pale honey tan“ and parcours 
moves, wants to meet her, but Madeline’s mother turns him 
away. With the help of an indestructible Bundt cake, Olly 
perseveres until he gets her email address. Madeline—half 
Japanese, half African-American—chronicles her efforts to 
get to know Olly as she considers risking everything to be 
with him. … This heartwarming story transcends the 
ordinary by exploring the hopes, dreams, and inherent risks 
of love in all of its forms. 

	

THE	RAVEN	BOYS																	
BY	MAGGIE	STIEFVATER	(2012)	

“There are only two reasons a non-seer 
would see a spirit on St. Mark’s Eve,” 
Neeve said. “Either you’re his true love . 
. . or you killed him.” It is freezing in the 
churchyard, even before the dead arrive. 
Every year, Blue Sargent stands next to 

her clairvoyant mother as the soon-to-be dead walk past. 
Blue herself never sees them—not until this year, when a 
boy emerges from the dark and speaks directly to her. 
His name is Gansey, and Blue soon discovers that he is a 
rich student at Aglionby, the local private school. Blue has 
a policy of staying away from Aglionby boys. Known as 
Raven Boys, they can only mean trouble. 
 

	 	 	

SAINT	ANYTHING																				
BY	SARAH	DESSEN		(2015)	

Peyton, Sydney's charismatic older 
brother, has always been the star of the 
family, receiving the lion's share of their 
parents' attention and—lately—concern. 
When Peyton's increasingly reckless 

behavior culminates in an accident, a drunk driving 
conviction, and a jail sentence, Sydney is cast adrift, 
searching for her place in the family and the world. When 
everyone else is so worried about Peyton, is she the only one 
concerned about the victim of the accident? Enter the 
Chathams, a warm, chaotic family who run a pizza parlor, 
play bluegrass on weekends, and pitch in to care for their 
mother, who has multiple sclerosis. Here Sydney 
experiences unquestioning acceptance. And here she meets 
Mac, gentle, watchful, and protective, who makes Sydney 
feel seen, really seen, for the first time. 

	

ZEROES																																																				
	BY	SCOTT	WESTERFELD,								

MARGO	LANAGAN,														
DEBORAH	BIANCOTTI	(2015)	

This may not be the first tale of a group 
of crime-fighting teenagers with 
supernatural powers, but fresh and 

original superpowered abilities make this book unique. 
Scam has a seemingly omniscient inner voice, which can 
speak for him and get him out of trouble or, all too often, 
into it. Flicker is blind but can perceive what others see. 
Crash can take down any computer and finds the 
experience embarrassingly—and dangerously—enjoyable. 
Bellwether can control the energies of the group and unite 
them in a common purpose. And Anonymous—well, never 
mind, no one seems to remember anything about that guy. 
These five, plus one unpredictable new addition, make up 
the Zeroes. 

	 	 	

AN	INFINITE	NUMBER	OF						
PARALLEL	UNIVERSES																															

BY	RANDY	RIBAY		(2015)	

As their senior year approaches, four 
diverse friends joined by their weekly 
D&D game struggle to figure out real life. 
Archie's trying to cope with his parents' 

divorce, Mari's might contact her biological mother, Dante's 
worried to come out to his friends, and Sam's in a failing 
relationship. The four eventually embark on a cross-country 
road trip in an attempt to solve--or to avoid--their 
problems.  

	   

		


