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Danielle Immerman (two reflections) 
 It’s so hard to believe that it has been a week since we have been home from France, 
and two weeks since I first set foot onto French land.  In many ways it feels like just 
yesterday, and yet at times I find myself feeling like it was forever ago.  I want to believe 
that it was forever ago, in hope that I will find myself back there soon.  I cannot even begin 
to explain the feeling that I had while I was in France.  For some reason I just felt alive.  I 
almost felt like it didn’t matter what happened next because I was just living in the 
moment.  If we felt like going to the Eiffel Tower at night we did, if we wanted to ride a 
merry-go-round we rode it, or if we found a cool store to go into we would whip out our 
money.  I think that this is a very important lesson to learn; to live in the moment, never 
look back, never look forward, but to just enjoy what you have and make those moments 
count.  That is exactly what we did in Paris, Marseilles, and Aix-en-Provence.  I still miss 
Paris with all of my heart.  I often find myself thinking about what time it is in Paris, and 
thinking about what we would all be doing if were in Paris.  Being in France and being 
immersed into the culture has really motivated me to want to become fluent in French, and 
that is exactly what I am going to do.  After all if I want to go to a college in Paris, I am going 
to have to be able to understand the lectures in French! 
 
 I cannot begin to thank HB enough for giving me this once in a life time experience.  
HB is a place where girls are given the opportunity to find a 1,000 ways to be wildly 
successful, and I think that this is one of them.  This trip pushed each and every one of us to 
our limits, and helped us find new ways to be successful in life.  I do not think we could 
have done this without out teachers, Ms. Foltz and Mmd. Graham, and to them I owe them a 
tremendous amount of thanks.  This trip would not have been the same without the pair of 
them.  I would give the world to relive this experience with each and every girl that went on 
this trip.  If only the world worked that way... 
 
Danielle Immerman 
France Trip 2011, March 22-29 
 

The Sights, Sounds, and Happenings of Paris 
 

 The second we emerged from the dark, noisy, and busy subway station and onto the 
magnificent streets of Paris my jaw dropped.  When I was in Cleveland thinking about what 
to expect from this trip, I never guessed that I would see so many beautiful and amazing 
things in one city.  For starters, the architecture in Paris is absolutely gorgeous.  Everything 
just has a way of going together like an enchanting puzzle with incredible stores, artists, 
street sellers, and food all along the way.  By night the city lights up and the street vendors 
emerge from their hiding places to come and sell goods to people.  From mind boggling 
wire creations, to spray painted pictures, or even small key chains of the Eiffel Tower, they 
had it all, and some of it was even outside our hotel window.  The last night that we were in 
Paris we went back to the Eiffel Tower just in time to see it light up and sparkle.  The 
glimmering, shimmering lights were enough to make me feel as if I could reach out and 



touch the stars.  If only I could feel that way in Paris every night, any night, for the rest of 
my life. 
 
Evie Schumann, 7th grade 

FR NCE 
To me, this trip to France was the experience of a lifetime. I had so much fun actually 

seeing and being at the places that we look at in our French books, and it was really cool to 
try and listen to everyone speaking. I also liked experiencing the trip with school because it 
was so different from when I normally travel with my family. It allowed us to do things that 
I probably never would have done if I had not gone with HB. Some of my favorite things we 
did were climbing the Eiffel Tower, the day we sang with Brian Paul and had ice cream, and 
somehow I guess the cooking class because even though we deboned fish it was pretty 
funny. I really liked the layout of the trip as well because I think when we first got to the 
country we had more energy, and after busy Paris we needed something more relaxed like 
Aix-en-Provence. I had so much fun on the trip and I felt so close with everyone by the time 
we left and I know the memories will stay with me forever. 
 
 
Aaliyah Daniels 

Going to France was one of the best spring breaks I have ever had!  I finally got to 
see the way other people live in a different part of the world.  I also tried new foods and 
some of them pushed me out of my comfort zone.  I learned a lot about Paris and Provence 
and now I have a different perspective of France.  Visiting all the different historical places 
such as the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, Notre Dame and others was even more amazing.  
Seeing these places on TV is one thing, but actually going there and seeing it and 
experiencing it for yourself is another. 
~Aaliyah 
 


