
H A T H A W A Y  B R O W N  B L A Z E R S

AT H L E T I C S  H A N D B O O K





Dear Parents & Students,
Competitive athletics is an important component of the Hathaway Brown experience. We consider 
organized sports to be an extension of the classroom, and our scholar-athletes learn valuable lessons in 
character, sportsmanship, excellence, teamwork, and perseverance on the field, on the court, and in the pool. 
We’re pleased to offer 11 sports sanctioned by the Ohio High School Athletic Association, along with 
developmental athletics opportunities. There are many detailed overarching and sport-by-sport guidelines 
set forth by the OHSAA to govern interscholastic competition across the state. Some of those broader 
rules and regulations, along with Hathaway Brown-specific policies and procedures, are outlined in this 
handbook. 

We designed this handbook as a helpful guide for families who are involved with or interested in participating 
in Blazer Athletics. All HB scholar-athletes and their parents agree to abide by the rules set forth herein. 
There is quite a bit of information contained here, but this manual is not meant to be exhaustive. Please do 
not hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.

Fondly,

Dr. Fran Bisselle 
Head of School

Thank You & Go Blazers!

Julie Kerrigan Ettore
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS  
Linda K. Vaughan 1956 Chair for the Athletic Director

jettorre@hb.edu      216.320.8765
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ATHLETICS CORE VALUES & CODE OF ETHICS 
 
In order to participate in any organized athletics team competition, all Hathaway Brown scholar-athletes must sign 
the Blazer Covenant, indicating their intent to exemplify the Core Values listed below and to abide by the Code of 
Ethics. 
 
CORE VALUES 
 

• Character: Character matters most, both on and off the field. We are committed to the development of 
ethical behavior, integrity, and kindness.  

 
• Sportsmanship: We are committed to an atmosphere of honorable competition and respectful 

communication. We learn to handle success with grace and acknowledge failure with dignity, appreciating 
the challenge the opponent provides. 

 
• Excellence: We are committed to achieving our utmost potential in our pursuit of learning, not for school 

but for life. 
 

• Teamwork: We are committed to strengthening individual skills through dedication and diligent 
preparation to contribute to the success of the team and whole sisterhood. 

 
• Perseverance: We are committed to having a positive attitude, knowing our best efforts for continuous 

improvement will build competence and confidence as we pursue personal and team goals. 
 
CODE OF ETHICS 
 
Athletic competition is an integral part of the Hathaway Brown community and the learning experience for girls. 
Therefore, the goals of our teachers and coaches are the same: to develop the mind, body and spirit of each girl, each 
day. We expect our community, parents, coaches, and student-athletes to put character first, both on and off the 
field, always representing the best of yourself and Hathaway Brown. Along with strong character, our community, 
parents, coaches and student-athletes will strive to exemplify sportsmanship, excellence, teamwork and perseverance, 
following our motto, “Non scholae sed vitae discimus,” we learn not for school but for life. 
 
Approved by the Hathaway Brown Board of Trustees, July 2017.  
 
 
ATHLETICS OFFERINGS 
 
VARSITY AND JUNIOR VARSITY   grades 9-12 
 
Fall: Cross Country, Field Hockey, Golf, Soccer, Tennis,Volleyball 
Winter: Basketball, Swimming & Diving 
Spring: Lacrosse, Fast Pitch Softball, Track & Field 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL   grades 7-8 
 
Fall: Cross Country, Field Hockey, Tennis, Volleyball 
Winter: Basketball, Swimming 
Spring: Lacrosse, Fast Pitch Softball, Track & Field 
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PROGRAM PHILOSOPHIES 
 
VARSITY SPORTS 
 
Varsity competition is the culmination of each Hathaway Brown athletic program. While refining skills and 
developing athletic strategy to play at the most competitive high school level are both objectives at the Varsity level, 
emphasis is placed on both our Core Values and a play-to-win spirit of an education-based athletic program. Varsity 
teams are composed of the most skilled, dedicated members of the program, regardless of grade level. Participation 
in a Varsity program one year does not guarantee a spot the following year. Squad size at the Varsity level is limited. 
It is vital that each team member has a role and is informed of her importance. While contest participation over the 
course of a season is desirable, a specified amount of playing time at the Varsity level is never guaranteed. A sound 
attitude, high level of physical conditioning, and advanced level of skill are prerequisites for a position on a varsity 
team, as is the realization that a Varsity sport requires a significant commitment. Practices and games are scheduled 
on a Monday through Saturday calendar. This commitment is extended into vacation periods for some athletics 
seasons. Only members of the coaching staff make playing time or playing position decisions, and these are based on 
a number of factors, not limited to an individual player’s skill.  
 
JUNIOR VARSITY SPORTS 
 
Junior Varsity competition is intended for those who display the potential and desire for continued progress and 
development, regardless of grade level. JV teams focus on developing, reinforcing, and refining fundamental skills. 
The program also is designed to help scholar-athletes develop more sophisticated athletic strategies, increase 
individual fitness, and reinforce commitment to the team and team goals, all with a constant emphasis on HB’s Core 
Values. The outcome of each contest is taken into consideration as coaches balance continued team and player 
development with striving for victory. JV athletes are not guaranteed equal playing time, but coaches will make every 
effort to allow each player the opportunity to play. A high level of dedication and commitment is expected at the 
Junior Varsity level. Practices and games are scheduled on a Monday through Saturday calendar. This commitment 
is extended into vacation periods for some seasons. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS 
 
At the Middle School level, teams focus on exploration rather than specialization. The program is designed to help 
scholar-athletes develop fundamental skills, learn game rules and strategies, and practice HB’s Core Values while 
participating in interscholastic competition. These teams prioritize skill development and participation over 
winning. Therefore, all athletes who have met the team expectations have the opportunity for playing time. Coaches 
strive to provide a positive team-building experience and build girls’ confidence so that they might continue to 
pursue when they graduate to Upper School athletics. Most Middle School programs have A and B teams. While 
both focus on skill development and exploration, A teams tend to be made up of players with more experience and 
stronger skills. A team members will not have equal playing time, but B team players will have equal time, as much 
as possible. At times, the reality of facility restrictions may limit the number of participants in a sport. Middle 
School teams practice and play their games Monday through Friday after school. There is an occasional weekend 
commitment. 
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TEAM TRYOUTS AND SELECTION 
 
During the tryout period, coaches will present their expectations for the year. It is each scholar-athlete’s 
responsibility to demonstrate to the coach that she can fulfill these expectations. The number of participants on any 
given team is a function of those needed to conduct an effective and meaningful practice and to play the contest 
within the constraints of facilities and resources. Beyond skill, considerations for team selection also include 
potential, pre-season attendance, adherence to HB’s Core Values, coaching receptiveness, and desire. Coaching staff 
will determine level of play for each scholar-athlete based on what is most beneficial in the development and 
progress of each individual player and the team as a whole. The coach will share his or her list of team members with 
the Director of Athletics, followed by a conversation with each student who tried out. Each player must earn a 
position on each team, each year. Cutting policies will vary depending upon the level of play. 
 
VARSITY SPORTS 
 
Adherence to HB’s Core Values, a high level of physical conditioning, and advanced skills are prerequisites for a 
position on a Varsity team. Additionally, participation in a Varsity program entails a significant time commitment. 
Scholar-athletes must understand and agree to this, and realize that practice and competition may extend into 
vacation periods for some seasons. Seniors are not guaranteed a position on a Varsity team, nor does a Varsity 
position one year guarantee a Varsity position the next. All athletes will be required to practice with the team before 
entering any contest. The Ohio High School Athletic Association dictates that all fall sports shall begin on August 1 

each year. Hathaway Brown follows the direction of the OHSAA. All members of the community wishing to play at 
the Varsity level in the fall will need to be in attendance during these early August tryout dates. For this reason, no 
athlete will be permitted to try out for a Varsity position after the final team player decision has been made, unless 
she has obtained express consent from both the coach and the Director of Athletics.  
 
JUNIOR VARSITY SPORTS 
 
Junior Varsity teams may be comprised of scholar-athletes in grades 9-12. Cuts may be made at this level, 
depending on the number and skill level of players The Ohio High School Athletic Association dictates that all fall 
sports shall begin on August 1 each year. Hathaway Brown follows the direction of the OHSAA. It is highly 
encouraged for all members of the community who would like to play at the Junior Varsity level to be in attendance 
during these early August tryout dates. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL SPORTS 
 
There is a no-cut policy for HB students in grades 7 and 8 who wish to participate in Middle School athletics. 
There will be A and B teams in most Middle School sports. Athletes will be placed on teams based on their skill, 
experience, and attitude. A Middle School practice squad may be created when an abundance of students desire to 
play a sport, as long as we have the facilities and personnel to accommodate this.  
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OHIO HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION  
PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS AND POLICIES 
 
Hathaway Brown School is a member school of the Ohio High School Athletic Association. Each sport is governed 
by the rules and regulations adopted by this organization. OHSAA has strict rules on mandatory parent and student 
attendance at preseason meetings, the number of practices before interscholastic competition, compliance with 
scholar-athlete academic eligibility, physician forms, concussion protocols, and competing on more than one team in 
the same sport during the same season. Individual sport rulebooks are available from the National Federation for 
High School Sports. Each HB head coach for every sport at every level must be familiar with the OHSAA bylaws, 
rules, and regulations that govern his or her sport. Assistant coaches must also know and understand OHSAA rules. 
OHSAA bylaws may be found online at ohsaa.org. If you have a question about a rule, regulation or bylaw, please 
ask the Director of Athletics for clarification. 
 
AGE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
Once a student attains the age of 20, the student will no longer be eligible for interscholastic athletic competition 
notwithstanding where that 20th birthday falls in relation to the sports season. If a student enrolled in grade 7 or 8 
attains the age of 15 before August 1, the student shall be ineligible to participate in grades 7 and 8 interscholastic 
athletics for the school year commencing in that calendar year. 
 
RESIDENCE AND TRANSFER REQUIREMENTS 
 
There are many rules governing a student’s residence and eligibility. Generally, an athlete’s parents or legal guardian 
must live in the Cleveland area for a student to be eligible. If you have a residency or transfer question, please refer 
to the OHSAA website at ohsaa.org for up-to-date and complete information or discuss concerns with the Director 
of Athletics. Transfer bylaws have been developed that permit a student to become eligible to participate in 
interscholastic athletics when moving from one school to another. A bona fide legal change of residence form must 
be on file with the school and the OHSAA in order for the student to participate in athletics. A student who 
transfers and does not meet the guidelines may practice, but is not eligible to play in a contest until 50 percent of the 
prescribed contests as directed by the OHSAA have been played.  
 
SEMESTER OR A YEAR AWAY 
 
Taking part in a semester or year away program can impact your OHSAA eligibility. You will need to discuss this 
with the Athletics department when considering such a program. Students who are away for a semester or a year are 
still considered to be enrolled at HB. The most up-to-date OHSAA eligibility information can be found at 
ohsaa.org. Please also consult the Director of Athletics. 
 
PARTICIPATION ON INDEPENDENT TEAMS 
 
Participation by an athlete in a non-interscholastic program (tryouts, practice, contest) while she is a member of the 
school squad in the same sport during the same season is prohibited by OHSAA. Penalty for violations is 
ineligibility for the remainder of that season. The number of players from the same school squad (roster) is limited 
in the off-season as follows: Field Hockey - 4, Soccer - 5; Softball- 4; Volleyball - 3; Basketball - 2. An athlete may 
have contact with the school coaching staff in an interscholastic program for 10 days from June 1-July 31. In 
addition, interscholastic coaches in the team sports of Basketball, Cross Country, Field Hockey, Soccer, Softball, 
Track & Field, and Volleyball may provide individual instruction, which is defined as no more than four individuals 
present at one time in all combined facilities where the instruction is taking place. Penalty for violation of out-of-
season regulations (except for Seniors) is ineligibility for the remainder of the season or the ensuing season. For 
Seniors, the penalty is is ineligibility for all sports for the remainder of the school year. 
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ACADEMIC STANDARDS 
 
Upper School: 
During the preceding grading period, the student must have received passing grades in a minimum of 5 one-credit 
courses or the equivalent, which count toward graduation. 
The Athletics department may address any scholar-athletes with below-expectation performance in the classroom. 
The athlete, parent, Athletics department, and faculty will collaborate to remedy the situation. All athletes are 
expected to be true scholar-athletes. According to OHSAA policies, incomplete grades will affect the athletic 
eligibility for a student in the subsequent season. The Academic Dean, Upper School Director, and Director of 
Athletics will set guidelines for the missing work to be completed. Paperwork must be submitted to the OHSAA to 
reinstate an athlete. 
 
Middle School: 
A student enrolling in the 7th grade for the first time will be eligible for the first grading period regardless of 
previous academic achievement. Thereafter, in order to be eligible, a student in grade 7 or 8 must be currently 
enrolled in school for the immediately preceding grading period and must have received passing grades during that 
grading period in a minimum of 5 of those subjects in which the student received grades. The athlete, athlete’s 
parents, Athletics department, and faculty will collaborate to remedy any known issues. All athletes are expected to 
be true scholar-athletes. 
 
REQUIRED FORMS 
 
Hathaway Brown uses Magnus Health Student Medical Record. This web-based data system allows parents 
continuous access to all athletics forms. You will have access to the Magnus Health SMR platform at 
https://my.hb.edu/schoolforms using the same login credentials you use for PowerSchool Learning. The following 
are mandated by the OHSAA before a student may attend practices or games: 1.) a completed two-part physical 
evaluation form (one section completed online by a parent and a paper copy taken to a doctor’s visit to be completed 
and signed by a physician), 2.) an online completed medical emergency form, 3.) sudden cardiac arrest document 
(Lindsay Law), 4.) an online signed Ohio Department of Health concussion sheet.  
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ATHLETE EXPECTATIONS  
 
CONDUCT 
 
Having read and signed the Code of Ethics and Blazer Covenant, scholar-athletes are expected to abide by their 
commitment as a requirement for participation on a Hathaway Brown team. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Scholar-athletes are expected to attend all practices and games. This includes pre-season practices and, in some 
cases, practices and competitions during school vacations. Players who miss scheduled practices without an excuse 
and without advance notice to the head coach risk being ineligible to participate in competition. It is the 
responsibility of the scholar-athlete to communicate absences directly to her head coach.  
 
At the coach’s discretion, unexcused absences (homework, non-emergency appointments, or detentions and 
suspensions) from practices may jeopardize playing time, and a scholar-athlete’s opportunity to earn a Varsity letter. 
Players who miss the practice immediately prior to a game may not enter the competition as a starter. 
 
Excused absences (absences due to illness, injury, religious holiday or significant family event) from practices may 
impact a scholar-athlete’s position on the team and playing time, not as a punitive measure, but for the safety of that 
individual, fairness to the rest of the team, and for other strategic reasons. Players who miss the practice immediately 
prior to a game may not enter the competition as a starter. In order to participate in a school‐day practice or contest, 
a scholar-athlete must be in attendance for half of the school day, arriving before 11:30 a.m. Field trips, medical 
appointments, and special family situations may be excused by an administrator. 
 
CELL PHONES 
 
Cell phones will not be allowed during a practice or a contest. Cell phones must stay in a player’s bag and be used 
only at the completion of a contest or practice. 
 
ACTIVITIES CONFLICTS 
 
HB values diverse learning opportunities and experiences. However, a student who attempts to participate in too 
many extracurricular activities may put herself in a position where she has a conflict of obligations. During athletics 
season, scholar-athletes will be asked to plan accordingly to make a primary commitment to the team. 
 
IMPACT TESTING 
 
Hathaway Brown utilizes ImPACT™ neurocognitive testing as part of the concussion management protocol. All 
scholar-athletes competing in interscholastic contact sports will complete a baseline ImPACT™ test prior to 
participating in any team activities. The athletes will be baseline tested during their 7th and 10th grade years. All 
transfer students or first-year players will be tested prior to participation. Athletes in the following sports may be 
excluded from ImPACT™ testing: Cross Country, Tennis, Golf, Swimming, and Track.  
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INJURIES/RETURN TO PLAY 
 
Any return to participation after an injury or illness is at the discretion of the Athletic Trainer with a medical 
clearance from a doctor. Hathaway Brown uses the services of a sports medicine physician, but scholar-athletes may 
consult their own physicians if they so choose. Injured athletes will receive detailed protocols for return-to-play 
policies and procedures. A separate return-to-play protocol will be provided for traumatic brain injuries and 
concussions. Please be advised that each head injury is different and there are sometimes special circumstances that 
do not follow protocol. Return to play can vary and some athletes may have to stay in one stage of progression for 
longer than expected. 
 
POLICY ON QUITTING 
 
We do not expect players who have made a commitment to a team to quit, as each player is a key part of the team 
experience. However, if a circumstance exists in which a player thinks it is impossible to continue for the season, she 
must make an appointment with her coach and the Director of Athletics within 24 hours of the decision to explain 
in person why she has made this choice. At that time, she will and return all team uniforms and equipment. The 
coach or Director of Athletics will follow up after the meeting with the student’s parents, and report the change to 
the Upper School or Middle School Director. She will not be eligible for postseason awards, varsity letters or 
participation in the award celebration at the end of the season. Athletic fees will not be prorated or refunded. 
Athletes who fail to successfully complete a season will not be eligible to utilize the Physical Education Waiver for 
that respective sport season. 
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PARENT AND SPECTATOR EXPECTATIONS 
As members and representatives of the Hathaway Brown community, parents and spectators are expected to abide 
by the Blazer Covenant. The Blazer Covenant is distributed each season at the mandatory pre-season sports 
meetings and it is posted on HB.edu and at all home facilities.  

 
TEAM SCHEDULE/ 
PRACTICE AND GAME CANCELLATIONS  
In the event of a school closing or early dismissal, all Middle School, Junior Varsity, and Varsity athletic events and 
practices will be canceled. All efforts will be made upon a change to a team’s schedule to distribute the information 
as quickly as possible. Notification of any such closings will be available on the school’s athletics website and an 
email will be sent to all players and parents. Upper School athletes and parents will be notified via the Remind app 
as well. 
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COMMUNICATIONS PROTOCOL 
TEAM COMMUNICATIONS 

OSHAA mandates that each season, every member of a team and at least one parent or guardian must attend a pre-
season meeting in order to participate in competition. At this meeting, HB’s Athletics program Core Values, 
policies, procedures, and required OSHAA materials will be reviewed. During the pre-season meeting, coaches also 
will share their coaching philosophy in the context of the HB Athletic Core Values, ask student-athletes and their 
parents to sign the Blazer Covenant, and review specific information about the upcoming season, including: 

• Player expectations 
• Team goals 
• Schedules for practices and games 
• Cutting procedures and Varsity letter requirements 
• Estimated cost to participate; special equipment required 
• Off-season expectations 
• Cell phone policy 

In-season communication to team members and parents will come from either the head coach or the assistant coach. 
Head coaches will send out a weekly email to provide athletes and parents specifics as to practice and game times 
and locations, directions, admission charges (if applicable), and any other pertinent information. All team 
communication should come from coaches, not parents or scholar-athletes. Parents and scholar-athletes are 
encouraged to follow HB Athletics on twitter at @HBAthletics and subscribe to the text alert number provided at 
the team meeting. 

CONFLICT RESOLUTION 

In an effort to empower our athletes to advocate for themselves in a healthy and respectful 
manner, when a scholar-athlete has an issue or concern with the coach or the team, she should 
follow the following steps, in order: 

1. The scholar-athlete should contact the coach directly to set up a time to discuss the issue or concern.  
2. If this initial meeting does not resolve the issue or concern, the scholar-athlete should speak to the Director 

of Athletics, her mentor, or Division Director, who can help to mediate the concern with the athlete and 
coach.  

If scholar-athletes or parents need to speak with a coach, please refrain from doing so during or immediately 
following competition, except in cases of emergency. Following the protocol listed above, scholar-athletes or parents 
may contact the coach the following day to schedule a time to speak. Please note that if a parent requests a meeting 
with a coach or Director of Athletics, scholar-athletes also should be present. Appropriate concerns for scholar-
athletes and parents to discuss with coaches include: 

• Scholar-athlete treatment that is inconsistent with HB’s Athletics Core Values 
• Interest in seeking ways to help the scholar-athlete improve 
• Concerns about the behavior of the scholar-athlete 

Topics that are inappropriate for student-athletes and parents to discuss with coaches include team strategy, play 
calling, and other students on the team. While playing time is a common concern among parents, the scholar-
athletes, not their parents, should seek feedback from coaches on this issue directly. 
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TRANSPORTATION 
All athletes are expected to travel to and from contests in a bus or van when the school provides transportation. In 
special situations, a parent or guardian may provide transportation with advance written permission from the coach 
and approved by the Director of Athletics. In some circumstances, Upper School players will be permitted to drive 
themselves (no other athletes will be permitted in the car with them) to away games, provided that a permission slip 
is on file with the Athletics department, and they have let their coach and athletic director know.  

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION ATHLETICS EXEMPTION 
Students may choose this option after their freshman year if they have completed at least one season of Upper 
School athletics. Students must fill out the Intent to Participate section on their scheduling sheet to indicate which 
sport they will participate in. A student will fulfill her Physical Education requirement through this exemption when 
she has completed two full seasons of interscholastic athletics at Hathaway Brown. 

 

SCHOOL-DAY CONDUCT 
All athletes are required to complete the school day in good standing. If an athlete is unable to attend class, stay 
current in her coursework, or participate in Physical Education, she has selected not to be eligible to attend that 
day’s contest or practice.  
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FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 
Hathaway Brown does not support a pay-to-play athletic program. Each athlete must be in good financial standing 
with the Business Office. Families should understand there are incidental expenses that pertain to sports 
participation, such as: purchasing parts of a team uniform (swimsuits, tennis shirts, tennis skirts, warm-ups and 
running shorts), overnight travel expenses, and food cost to nourish athletes prior to games. Team members will 
receive an itemized breakdown of an estimated cost for participation prior to the start of the season. For any 
financial concerns, please speak with the Director of Athletics or the appropriate school Division Director. 

UNIFORMS AND EQUIPMENT 

Only uniforms issued and/or approved by the Athletics department are permitted for contests. In several sports, 
athletes will be required to purchase a game uniform or a portion of the game uniform, which will then become her 
property. Families will be book-billed for these items. All athletes are responsible for the proper care and security of 
equipment owned by them or issued to them. School-furnished equipment and uniforms are to be used for contests 
and practice only. School-owned uniforms or equipment must be returned to the head coach on the last day of the 
season. Failure to return all equipment and/or uniforms will result in a book bill assessment of at least $125 per item. 
Seniors may purchase their uniforms as a memento, but a request must be directed in writing to the Athletics 
department by the mid-mark of the season.  

TEAM FEE 

Each family may be asked to make a monetary contribution to cover meals or snacks for away games, team dinners, 
senior recognition gifts and end-of-season coaches’ gifts. The fee will vary by sport, the number of players per team, 
the number of away games, and the number of Seniors and coaches. Both Varsity and JV should be assessed the 
same fee, keeping in mind that both teams should benefit equally. This fee should not exceed $50 per player, unless 
a budget has been submitted and approved by the head coach and Director of Athletics. The fee will be collected 
and managed by a parent volunteer, often a captain’s parent. The Director of Athletics will follow-up with families 
who have not contributed. Families with a financial concern should contact the Director of Athletics or the 
Admission Office.  

TEAM DINNERS 

Teams are encouraged to host 1-3 team dinners for athletes and parents per season. While some of the cost for these 
dinners may be covered by the team fee, teams also are encouraged to plan these meals potluck-style so as to be more 
economical and inclusive.  

SENIOR RECOGNITION GIFTS 

During the season, the Athletics department will host Senior Night, during which the accomplishments and 
contributions of the Seniors on the team will be recognized. The Athletics department will meet with the Junior 
members of each team to share the following information:  

• The Junior parents and members of the Varsity/ Junior Varsity teams are asked to coordinate with the 
entire team to make posters celebrating each senior, encourage school attendance at the game, encourage 
the team to write notes of gratitude to the Seniors, provide a simple gift for each senior (t-shirt, pillow, 
candy, framed team picture, etc.) not to exceed a total cost of $25 per athlete. This fee should be included 
in the team fee and should not be collected separately. The Junior parents are asked to organize a cake to 
enjoy after the Senior Night game, the cost of which should come from the team fee.  

COACHES’ GIFTS 

The team fee should include allowance for end-of-season gifts for all coaches. The gifts should not exceed $100 in 
value per coach.  
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TEAM CAPTAINS 
SELECTION PROCESS 

Varsity and Junior Varsity Teams 
Each team will elect 1-3 captains, as determined by the head coach. Captains for all Upper School teams will be 
determined in the following manner: 

• Scholar-athletes who wish to become a team captain will submit the Blazer Captain application to the head 
coach. Roles and expectations of captains will be distributed to the team members prior to the submission 
of these essay questions. 

• Candidates will read their application essays aloud to the team. The team will cast secret ballots for their 
captains, voting for no more than three. 

• The head coach will review the statements and votes with his or her coaching staff. The decision about who 
will fill the role of captain is ultimately one for the coaching staff to make. 

• The head coach, Director of Athletics, and Upper School Director will review the selections to ensure that 
the candidates are in good standing within the community, are academically eligible, are responsible 
members of the team, and would make a positive impact on the culture of the team and the athletic 
program. This process needs to be done expeditiously and allowing time for discussion. 

• Students of all grades levels are eligible to apply for captain positions. However, selecting a younger 
member of the team to the position of captain does not ensure she will be a captain for her remaining years 
on that squad. Some teams will select a Junior class member of the team to be a junior captain, allowing 
this player to have a two-year commitment to the team. Some teams will select a captain at the conclusion 
of the season for the next school year. This person will act as captain for the team during the off-season and 
the upcoming season. Team captains serve as liaisons, communicating information from the coach to the 
players.  

• Captains, once selected, must attend all captain leadership meetings and uphold a captain’s contract.  

Middle School Teams 

Middle School athletes are exposed to many forms of leadership in their athletic pursuits at HB. This includes 
leadership training, and athletes are encouraged to take on different leadership roles throughout the season. The 
captain selection process will mirror the process that’s in place (outlined above) for Varsity and JV teams. 
Responsibilities for Middle School captains may vary by program and may not be as extensive as Varsity and JV 
captain responsibilities.   

TEAM CAPTAIN RESPONSIBILITIES 

HB team captains will be provided with a list of responsibilities upon their election. As with all Blazer scholar-
athletes, captains are expected to abide by the Blazer Covenant, and they also must sign a captains’ contract. Should 
there be any violation of the terms of the Covenant, captains’ contract, or school policies, a captain could be removed 
from her position of leadership on the team for a short period of time, the remainder of the season, or indefinitely. 
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COLLEGE ATHLETICS 
Upper School scholar-athletes who are interested in playing sports in college should consult the NCAA Eligibility 
Center (ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/eligibilty-center) as soon as possible. The website provides information on 
the distinction between Division I, II and III schools, along with eligibility and rules for recruitment and contact. 
Specific questions also may be directed to the Director of Athletics or the College Counseling office.  

 

AWARDS 
VARSITY LETTERS 

Standards for receiving a Varsity letter will be provided to all athletes at the start of the season by the head coach. 
Athletes who participate in at least 50% of the overall playing time within the season, and who complete the season 
in good standing shall receive a Varsity letter, with the approval of the coaching staff. Timed-event sports such as 
Swimming and Track & Field will evaluate a Varsity letter recipient based on a time standard. The standard for 
receiving a Varsity letter for programs that only have one team will be determined by the coach. A student-athlete 
"moved up" from the JV team to the Varsity team for end-of-season tournament play may not earn a Varsity letter. 

END-OF-SEASON HONORS 

The coaching staff will determine end-of-season team awards and their respective recipients. At the discretion of the 
coach, awards may be deleted or added in any given year. Recipients may include Varsity athletes, Junior Varsity 
athletes, managers, scorekeepers, timekeepers, and statisticians. Although the specific criteria for an award may 
change from year to year, the following items will always be taken into consideration: adherence to Core Values, 
ability, effort, attitude, team contributions, improvement, and attendance at both practices and contests. Awards will 
be presented by the coach at the respective fall, winter, or spring Sports Awards events. An athlete who has been 
dismissed from the team for failure to abide by the Blazer Covenant or school or athletic policies, or who leaves the 
team before the end of the season will not receive athletics awards or recognition.  

 



CONTACT US
Hathaway Brown School
19600 North Park Blvd.
Shaker Heights, OH 44122

HB.edu

Julie Kerrigan Ettore
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS
Linda K. Vaughan 1956  
Chair for the Athletic Director

jettorre@hb.edu 
216.320.8765 

Julie Lozon Wojtkowski ’07 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  
OF ATHLETICS
jwojtkowski@hb.edu 
216.320.8792




