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Hathaway Brown Grade 4 Summer Reading 2018 

 
Dear Rising Fourth Grade Students: 

 

We have compiled this selected list of special books in a variety of categories to 

help you make selections for summer reading. In addition to your required title, 

please choose any two (2) additional titles to read, although we would love for you 

to read more than three books. They can be books you select from this list, or other 

titles you think you will like. You will find many more books at your public 

library, where you can also join a Summer Reading Club. 
 

Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Required Title:  

 

 

Additional books to consider 

 

Newer and Noteworthy: 

 
The Year of the Book. Author Andrea Cheng follows an Asian American girl through most of fourth 

grade. At the start, Anna Wang finds companionship in books, partly because last year's best 

friend, has become less friendly. However, in addition to books, Anna reaches out to others, 

including a widower, the kindly crossing guard, a girl with learning difficulties, and her friend Laura, 

whose parents are having problems. Anna is also resistant to learning Chinese at first because her 

American-born dad doesn’t know the language. 146 pages. 

 

Like Magic by Elaine Vickers.  

 

Grace, Jada, and Malia overcome fear and loneliness with the help of a 

mysterious treasure box. Being 10 isnt easy, especially when youre 

painfully shy and your best friend moves away, a new baby sister is on the 

way, or your mom left your family when you were little. For Grace, Malia, 

and Jade, respectively, these challenges cloud the summer before the start 

of fifth grade. But when they each discover a treasure box at the local 

library, their lives begin to fill with bright, new possibilities for creating art 

and making friends. As the girls fill the special boxes with treasures of their 

own, they are drawn closer to one another and to finding their places in the 

world, at a new school, and within their own families. 



In The Jumbies, Corinne La Mer claims she isn't afraid of anything. Not scorpions, not the boys 

who tease her, and certainly not jumbies. They're just tricksters made up by parents to frighten 

their children. Then one night Corinne chases an agouti all the way into the forbidden forest, and 

shining yellow eyes follow her to the edge of the trees. They couldn't belong to a jumbie. Or could 

they? Far more than just your average spooky supernatural story, Tracey Baptiste uses the 

underpinnings of a classic folktale to take a closer look at colonization, rebellion, and what it truly 

takes to share the burden of tolerating the 'other.’ 240 pages.  

Tumble and Blue by Cassie Beasley. Many years ago the Montgomery family was involved in the 

fracturing of a great fate, which has passed through subsequent generations as either an incredible 

talent or curse. Unfortunately, Blue Montgomery was dealt the fate of always losing, and being left 

with Grandma Eve for the summer in minuscule Murky Branch, Georgia, feels like his greatest loss 

yet. Meanwhile, Tumble Wilson Lily's self-chosen hero name is also put out by her family's recent 

move to Murky Branch, but she's determined to make the best of it by helping Blue break his curse, 

like a true hero would. 400 pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In The Grand Plan to Fix Everything by Uma Krishnaswami, Dini is not pleased at all at the 

prospect of leaving Takoma Park, Md., and her best friend Maddie to live in a small town in southern 

India for two years. But though she knows it's ridiculous, she wonders if she might get to meet her 

idol, Bollywood film star, Dolly Singh. Though Dini and Maddie are halfway around the world from 

each other, they communicate through cell phones and computer chat, keeping up their friendship 

while making new friends. 266 pages. 

 

 

 

 

Juana & Lucas by Juana Medina. Juana, a young girl living in Bogota, Colombia, loves many things: 

her city, her family, reading, Brussels sprouts, and her dog, Lucas. She does not like school, though, 

and especially not her English class until her grandfather announces that they will be traveling to the 

United States to visit Spaceland. Juana's determination to work muy, muy hard to learn to do the 

English that I can possibly fit into the space between my pigtails provides a loose framework for what 

follows. 96 pages. 

 

 

 

You Throw Like a Girl by Rachele Alpine.  

Despite having to spend the summer with her grandma, Gabby is sure she will join her softball team 

in this year's championship game, just like her dad did when he was a kid. Her plans get derailed 

when all her teammates decide to participate in the Miss Popcorn Pageant instead of softball. What 

can a girl do? If she puts her hair up and wears her dad's lucky cap, she can sort of pass for a boy, 

so Johnny is born! When she accidentally signs up for Miss Popcorn, too, she gets on the bad side 

of local queen bee Jessa. 272 pages. 
 

Manatee Rescue by Nicola Davies and Annabel Wright. Manuela has always thought it would be 

exciting to successfully hunt a manatee. But she changes her mind after she and her father Silvio go 

fishing along the Amazon and manage to harpoon a female manatee and capture her injured baby 

calf. Manuela takes pity on the orphaned manatee, and she and her cousin Libia spirit it away from 

Silvio.Granny Raffy helps, but they struggle to care for the baby manatee, now named Airuwe. They 

face many dangers, including floods and a greedy local villager intent on buying Airuwe. This tale is 

based on a true story. 112 pages. 



 

Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer by Kelly Jones. Sophie Brown is new to 

farm life, is one of the only "brown people" in town and new to caring for chickens--and these are 

some challenging chickens. So she begins a correspondence course in poultry care with the 

mysterious Agnes of Redwood Farm Supply. But how will she protect chickens that are capable of 

levitating their own coop, becoming invisible, and turning enemies to stone? And why does the 

town's resident chicken expert, Ms. Griegson, seem intent on stealing Sophie's brood?  

 

Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan. Amina enjoys spending time with her best friend Soojin and 

practicing her singing. When Soojin starts talking about picking a more American name when she 

becomes a citizen, Amina feels she is starting to lose her friend, especially as Soojin starts to 

befriend classmate Emily. To add to Amina's worries, her parents have signed her up to be part of a 

statewide Quran recitation competition. When the Islamic Center is vandalized, Amina discovers 

things about her family, her friends, her community, and herself that help her through her 

difficulties. 208 pages. 

 

 

Lark Hold the Key by Natasha Deen. It’s the third day of summer vacation, and Lark’s halmoni -- 

that’s Korean for grandmother -- has promised to take Lark and her twin brother, Connor, to the 

library. The only trouble is, they arrive to discover that the town librarian is missing her key to the 

library. Lucky for her, Lark just happens to be a budding private eye. Can rookie detectives Lark and 

Connor solve this mystery and recover the lost key? 51 pages. 

 

Paper Wishes by Lois Sepahban. During World War II, Manami and her parents and grandfather 

are forced to relocate from Bainbridge Island in Washington to Manzanar, an internment camp in 

California for Japanese-Americans. As they're about to leave behind everything they own, Manami 

snatches Yujiin, their beloved dog, into her coat before anyone sees. Sadly, a soldier catches 

Manami, and Yujiin is left behind in a crate. Heartbroken, guilt-ridden over Yujiin, and fearful of their 

Manzanar "prison-village," Manami loses her voice. 192 pages. 

 

The Wild Robot by Peter Brown. When robot Roz opens her eyes for the first time, she discovers 

that she is alone on a remote, wild island. She has no idea how she got there or what her purpose is-

-but she knows she needs to survive. After battling a fierce storm and escaping a vicious bear attack, 

she realizes that her only hope for survival is to adapt and learn from the island's unwelcoming 

animal inhabitants. She soon becomes part of the natural order, parenting an orphaned gosling and 

providing shelter for the animals. The island starts to feel like home--until, one day, the robot's 

mysterious past comes back to haunt her. 288 pages. 

 

 

Unidentified Suburban Object by Mike Jung. Chloe Cho is a Korean American student who would 

like to get in touch with many of the aspects of her heritage, but her parents are unwilling to talk 

about it. When a class assignment forces Chloe to confront them directly, they finally tell her the truth 

about her family; which may just be too much for one girl to handle. Blending realism and out-of-this-

world fantasy with clever snark and easy humor, this book also includes thought-provoking 

statements about identity, race and living life as the only and "other"--or, as Chloe proudly insists, 

"waving my freak flag solo." 272 pages. 

 

 

Ruby Lee & Me by Shannon Hitchcock.  It's 1969, and while black folks and white folks are cordial, 

having a black teacher at an all-white school is a strange new happening. For Sarah Beth, there are 

so many unanswered questions. What is all this talk about Freedom Riders and school integration? 

Why can't she and Ruby become best friends? In a world filled with uncertainty, one very special 

teacher shows her students and the adults in their lives that change invites unexpected possibilities. 

224 pages. 



 

Effie Starr Zook Has One More Question by Martha Freeman. When her parents go on a 

dangerous round-the-world adventure in a solar airplane, she's packed off to her aunt and uncle's 

farm for the summer. Expecting boredom, she runs smack dab into a family secret. Why does the 

neighbor kid want to avoid her? What are her aunt and uncle so worried about? And what does "bad 

blood" mean, anyway? Effie's got a brand-new bicycle, time on her hands, and an unlimited capacity 

for asking questions. With these, she sets out to uncover whatever it is that the adults are hiding.  

 

 

 

 

Two Naomis by Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich 

Other than their first names, Naomi Marie and Naomi Edith are sure they have nothing in common, 

and they wouldn't mind keeping it that way. Naomi Marie starts clubs at the library and adores being 

a big sister. Naomi Edith loves quiet Saturdays and hanging with her best friend in her backyard. 

And while Naomi Marie's father lives a few blocks away, Naomi Edith wonders how she's supposed 

to get through each day a whole country apart from her mother. When Naomi Marie's mom and 

Naomi Edith's dad get serious about dating, each girl tries to cling to the life she knows and loves. 

208 pages. 

 

 

 

 

The Lottery Plus One by Emma Donoghue. 

Once upon a time, two couples with Jamaican, Mohawk, Indian, and Scottish ethnic roots won 

the lottery and bought a big house where all of them, four adults and seven adopted and 

biological children, could live together in harmony--but change is inevitable, especially when a 

disagreeable grandfather comes to stay. The protagonist, Sumac Lottery, is the fifth of seven 

kids, in her (VERY) large, (EXTREMELY) unruly family. 303 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

In Molly & Pim and the Millions of Stars by Martine Murray (originally published in Australia) 10-

year-old Molly just wants to be normal. At school, She's secretly embarrassed by her mother, 

whose life revolves around gathering herbs, preparing herbal remedies, and engaging in magical 

thinking. When a sip of the wrong potion turns Mama into a tree, it's up to Molly to call upon her 

own previously denied skills as a healer and an herbalist to figure out how to bring her mother 

back. Along the way, Molly befriends an unusual classmate who offers help. 181 pages. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

In Matylda Bright & Tender by Holly McGhee, fourth-graders Sussy and Guy have been besties 

since they were six, so when they both want a pet, they decide to essentially coparent. Sussy 

defers to Guy's choice of a leopard gecko and she's a little put out when the creature, dubbed 

Matylda, seems to have no real affection for her but happily clambers onto Guy. Then, however, 

Guy dies in a bike accident and a grief-stricken Sussy must figure out how to love their seemingly 

cranky, indifferent pet. 224 pages. 

 



 

 

Hello Universe. Four middle-schoolers' fates intertwine one summer in author Erin Entrada 

Kelly's touching tale of friendship. Scrawny, taciturn Virgil Salinas can generally be found caring 

for his guinea pig and avoiding neighborhood bully Chet Bullens. The only people he feels 

comfortable around are his lola (his Filipino grandmother) and his Japanese American friend 

Kaori, who fancies herself a psychic. 311 pages.  

 

Popular Series and Trilogies: 

 
Pack of Dorks by Beth Vrabel. Lucy is the second most popular girl in fourth grade. She always 

follows her best friend Becky--even when that means giving into peer pressure and giving a boy a 

quick kiss during recess. Suddenly, Lucy finds that she is no longer popular. She starts spending 

time with other kids and finds herself making some real friends in the process.In the second book, 

Camp Dork, Lucy and her friends are back. It's the summer after fourth grade, and Sheldon 

convinces the whole group to attend two-week Camp Paleo, where they can dig fossils and live like 

cavemen. 216 and 240 pages. 
 

The I Survived series of over fifteen titles by Lauren Tarshis tells terrifying and thrilling stories 

from the eyes of young people who lived to tell the tales. About 112 pages. Some of the titles are: 

I Survived the Great Chicago Fire, 1871 

I Survived the Japanese Tsunami, 2011 

I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 

I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005 

I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912 

I Survived the Attacks of September 11, 2001  
 

 

Companion books to Where the Mountain Meets the Moon, Grace Lin’s Starry River 

of the Sky and When the Sea Turned to Silver are filled with ancient Chinese 

folklore, fascinating characters, and exciting adventures. In Starry River, Rendi, a 

runaway, arrives at a remote inn and is upset at night by moans he alone hears, as he 

wonders about the absence of the moon. In When the Sea Turned to Silver, Pinmei 

seeks a Luminous Stone to ransom her imprisoned grandmother. 288 and 384 pages 

respectively. 

 

In The Bolds by Julian Clary, a family of hyenas take on the identities of the Bold family 

(who have mysteriously disappeared on safari) and travel to England to live a normal 

suburban life. In The Bolds to the Rescue, the Bolds’ house becomes full of visitors 

hoping to learn how to pass as humans too. Underscoring the silliness, is a message 

about understanding others' differences. 272 and 288 pages respectively. 

 

 

The According to Humphrey series by Betty G. Birney is about the adventures of a 

lovable hamster named Humphrey. The 12 titles in this series include: The World 

According to Humphrey; Friendship According to Humphrey; Trouble According 

to Humphrey; Surprises According to Humphrey; Adventure According to 

Humphrey; Summer According to Humphrey; School Days According to Humphrey; 

Mysteries According to Humphrey; Winter According to Humphrey; Secrets According to 

Humphrey; Imagination According to Humphrey; Spring According to Humphrey.   

 



 

Told through the eyes of a ship's dog is this latest installment of the Dog 

Chronicles entitled Leo, Dog of the Sea, 1519-1521. Leo is wary of humans. 

Then he meets Marco who has stowed away on Magellan’s ship during the 

historic voyage to find a westward passage to the Spice Islands. The other 

books in this series so far are Darling, Mercy Dog of World War I and 

Finder, the Coal Mine Dog. 160 pages. 

 

A Dragon’s Guide to the Care and Feeding of Humans by Laurence Yep. This comedy stars a 

3,000-year-old dragon and a scrappy girl. Miss Drake enjoys humans but sees them as pets. 10-

year-old Winnie has come to live in Miss Drake's mansion in San Francisco. Right from the start, 

Winnie just won't follow Miss Drake's rules for pets. When the girl draws some fanciful creatures in 

a magical sketchbook, the creatures become real and escape, causing Miss Drake to frantically 

work to contain the damage. Additional titles include: A Dragon’s Guide to Making Your Human 

Smarter and A Dragon’s Guide to Making Perfect Humans.  160p. pa 

 

In Audacity Jones to the Rescue by Kirby Larson, it is 1910 and Audacity Jones is an 

eleven-year-old orphan living at Miss Maisie's School for Wayward Girls. She wonders 

why nothing exciting ever happens--but when the mysterious Commodore Crutchfield 

whisks her away to Washington, D.C., she finds herself involved in a sinister and 

dangerous plot. In Audacity Jones Steals the Show Audacity Jones and her best 

friend are on their way to New York City, with Cypher, and their assignment involves 

Harry Houdini and the illusion he is planning. 

 

The Great Shelby Holmes by Elizabeth Eulberg  

Shelby Holmes is not your average sixth grader. She's nine years old, barely four feet tall, and the 

best detective her Harlem neighborhood has ever seen--always using logic and a bit of pluck 

(which yes, some might call "bossiness") to solve the toughest crimes. 

When eleven-year-old John Watson moves downstairs, Shelby finds something that's eluded her 

up till now: a friend. John isn't sure of what to make of Shelby, but he soon finds himself her most-

trusted partner in a dog-napping case that'll take both their talents to crack. 

 

 

Graphic Novels and Illustrated Stories: 
 

 

 

5 Worlds; The Sand Warrior (Book One) by Mark and Alexis Siegel.  

The first book in a series that explores new worlds packed with amazing adventures and ancient 

mysteries; the unlikely bond of a clumsy dancer, a boy from the poorest slums, and a superstar 

athlete--and their quest to save one small, distant galaxy from the forces of evil. 256 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nightlights by Lorena Alvarez is a beautiful story about fear, insecurity, and creativity. Every night, 

tiny stars appear out of the darkness in Sandy's bedroom. She catches them and creates delightful 

creatures to play with until she falls asleep, and in the morning brings them back to life in the 

drawings that cover her room. One day, Morpie, a mysterious pale girl, appears at school. And she 

knows all about Sandy's drawings. 56 pages 



 

 

The Hilda books by Luke Pearson, are a series of five books and 

counting. Hilda can never sit still for long without setting off on another 

adventure. She can't resist exploring her enchanting world—a place 

where trolls walk, crows speak, and mountains move. Hilda is an 

adventurous girl and she makes friends with anything, no matter how 

unusual it might seem. 48 - 64 pages. 

 

The Girl Who Breathed Fire (Dragonblood series) by Michael Dahl.  Noor and Farah, searching 

for food, find themselves in a crumbling library. But when Noor shouts, the sound is heard by three 

soldiers who patrol the old building. The soldiers are angry, and the two girls are scared. That all 

changes when Noor opens her mouth . . .  32 pages. 

 

 

 

In NewsPrints by Ru Xu, Blue is an orphan who disguises herself as a newsboy. There's a war 

going on, and girls are expected to help the struggling economy by selling cookies. But Blue loves 

living and working at the Bugle, the only paper in town that tells the truth. And what's printed in the 

newspapers now matters more than ever. 208 pages. 

 

 

 

One Trick Pony by Nathan Hale takes place in an earth of the future, where humans are on the 

run from an alien force—giant blobs who suck up electrical devices wherever they can find them. 

Strata and her family are part of a caravan of digital rescuers, hoping to keep the memory of 

civilization alive by saving electronics wherever they can. When Strata and her brother are 

separated from the caravan, they must rely on a particularly beautiful and rare robot pony to 

escape the outlaws and aliens—and defeat the invaders once and for all. 128 pages. 

 

 

 

 

Classics and Enduring Favorites: 

 
 

Charlotte's Web by E.B. White,  is the story of a little girl named Fern who loved a little pig 

named Wilbur--and of Wilbur's dear friend Charlotte A. Cavatica, a beautiful large grey spider 

who lived with Wilbur in the barn. With the help of Templeton, the rat who never did anything for 

anybody unless there was something in it for him, and by a wonderfully clever plan of her own, 

Charlotte saved the life of Wilbur, who by this time had grown up into quite a pig. 192 pages. 

 

The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander . The adventures of Taran the Assistant Pig-keeper 

and his quest to become a hero. He is joined by Eilonwy, the strong-willed and sharp-tongued 

princess; Fflewddur Fflam, the bard, the ever-faithful Gurgi; and the curmudgeonly Doli--all of 

whom become involved in an epic struggle between good and evil that shapes the fate of the 

legendary land of Prydain. 208 pages. 



 

The Story of a Seagull and the Cat Who Taught Her to Fly by Luis Sepulveda. 

Zorba is a noble, big, black cat from the port of Hamburg who keeps his vow to a dying seagull 

who was tragically caught in an oil slick. He promises to watch over her egg, not to eat the chick 

when it hatches, and to teach the baby gull to fly. With the aid of four loyal feline friends, he 

hatches the egg and the young female that emerges immediately calls him "Mommy." Having 

fulfilled two of the promises, Zorba and his mates must not only teach her to fly, but also give her 

the strength to leave those she loves to realize her true nature. 128 pages. 

 

Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink 

Growing up in frontier Wisconsin, red-headed tomboy Caddie prevents a massacre and survives 

a prairie fire. 288 pages.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Moffats by Eleanor Estes. Meet the Moffats. Even the most ordinary Moffat day is packed 

with extraordinary fun. Only a Moffat could get locked in a bread box all afternoon, or dance with 

a dog in front of the whole town, or hitch a ride on a train boxcar during kindergarten recess. And 

only a Moffat could turn mistakes and mischief into hilarious one-of-a-kind adventure. This is the 

first tile in a series which includes: The Middle Moffats; Rufus M.; and 

The Moffat Museum 

 

 

A Newbery Honor Award book, The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden, is the story of 

.Chester Cricket, Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat who meet at a newsstand in a New York subway 

station when a lonely little boy, Mario Bellini, finds the cricket in a pile of trash. He decides to 

keep Chester as a pet. The comic and sometimes hard side of life in the city is shown as Chester 

Cricket and his friends struggle to bring success to their human friends' nearly bankrupt 

newsstand. 144 pages. 

 

 

In Ruby’s Wish by Shirin Yim Bridges, Ruby lives at a time in which it is rare for girls to go to 

school. Ruby's grandfather has several wives, as is the custom. His sons also have several 

wives, and more than 100 children live in the home they all share. A teacher is hired for all of the 

children who wish to attend classes, including Ruby.. However, when it seems that Ruby may 

have to choose to marry, her grandfather gives her a very special red packet for the New Year 

celebration. 36 pages. 

 

Porch Lies: Tales of Slicksters, Tricksters, and Other Wily Characters, Patricia McKissack's 

tall tales of humor and exaggeration are told on a front porch to friends and family. Whether side-

splittingly funny or spine-chillingly spooky, most of these tales are seeped in early 20th century 

African-American history. 146 pages. 

 

 

"Once upon a time, there lived a kind and beautiful princess named Izta. Even though she was 

the daughter of an emperor, she loved to spend time with the people who grew corn in the 

milpas." So begins Mexican author-illustrator Duncan Tonatiuh's retelling of one of his country's 

most cherished legends, The Princess and the Warrior. 40 pages. 



 

 

As a young man, author Allen Say's grandfather travels throughout America, eventually 

returning to Japan. Say, who lived in California when he wrote this book, finds "the moment I am 

in one country, I am homesick for the other. I think I know my grandfather now." In 

Grandfather’s Journey, Say lovingly tells the story of his own family's cross-cultural history in 

elegant watercolor paintings that earned him a Caldecott Medal in 1994. 32 pages. 

 

 

Hans Christian Andersen Award-winner Wenxuan's moving story of a friendship between two 

lonely Chinese children, orphaned Sunflower and mute Bronze. By author Cao Wenzuan, 

Bronze and Sunflower is about a close-knit family, and a kindhearted community (there's even 

a pet buffalo). 

 

 

Poetry, Poetic Prose, and Books in Verse: 

 
Echo, Echo by Marilyn Singer.  A book of unique reversible poems based on Greek myths. 

Read one way, each poem tells the story of a familiar myth; but when read in reverse, the poems 

reveal a new point of view. Readers will uncover the dual points of view in well-known legends, 

including the stories of Pandora’s Box, King Midas and his golden touch, Perseus and Medusa, 

Pygmalion, Icarus and Daedalus, Demeter and Persephone, and Echo and Narcissus. 32 pages. 
 

 

 

 

Ms. Mirabel, a visiting poet, spends six weeks in a fourth-grade classroom, Lucy begins to 

understand the power of the written word. Ms. Mirabel introduces the students to the idea that 

writing can change their lives and inspires them to find their own stories and to write them in 

verse. I, myself, write to change my life, to make it come out the way I want it to, states Ms. 

Mirabel. 

 

 

 

 

In the ninth century C.E., a monk leads a simple life. He studies his books late into the evening 

and searches for truth in their pages. His cat, Pangur, leads a simple life, too, chasing prey in 

the darkness. As night turns to dawn, Pangur leads his companion to the truth he has been 

seeking.  

The White Cat and the Monk is a retelling of the classic Old Irish poem, Pangur Ban. With Jo 

Ellen Bogart's simple and elegant story and Sydney's Smith's beautiful illustrations, this story 

pays tribute to the wisdom of animals and the wonders of the natural world. 32 pages. 

 

 

 

 

Somos como las nubes/We Are Like the Clouds by Jorge Argueta. Through free-verse 

poems in Spanish and English, Argueta provides a voice for Central American child refugees, 

speaking of their fears and dreams. Forced to leave all behind, they cross the region on top of 

the train called “La Bestia” and on foot through the desert. An encounter with Border Patrol 

agents leaves them waiting, feeling like the clouds. Alfonso Ruano’s acrylic paintings show the 

children’s emotions. 36 pages. 



 

In Fresh-Picked Poetry; A Day at  the Farmers’ Market, a collection of poems celebrates 

farmers markets. Author Michelle Schaub encourages readers to "spy the wonders / on display" 

where "farmers chat" and "musicians play." In "Early Risers," farmers "harvest, sort, / wash, and 

load" produce at dawn, and in "Transformed," they convert city spaces into "tasty 

transformations." Other poems extol the “perfect symmetry” of stacked vegetables, the 

scrumptious scent of freshly baked goods, the twang and rattle of market music, the "ear to ear" 

joy of sweet corn, honey's "liquid-gold alchemy," and "eggs-traordinary" free-range eggs. 32 

pages. 

 

 

This winning collection, entitled Emily Dickinson, pairs 35 poems arranged 

by season, with Davenier's rich, expressive artwork. The book opens with a 

biographical introduction to Dickinson.. Snively emphasizes Dickinson's 

fascination with science and the natural world, presenting her as a poet with 

a life "both quiet and busy". Pen and watercolor illustrations accompany 

each poem, vividly highlighting its subject while cleverly helping one 

understand the poems. 48 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

When is a list also a poem? When it's a list poem! List poems can be funny or serious, rhymed 

or unrhymed. Award-winning author Brian P. Cleary explains how these types of poems work in 

Underneath My Bed; List Poems. 32 pages 

 

 

 
Wet Cement: A Mix of Concrete Poems by Bob Raczka,  is an entertaining assortment that 

skips from a zigzag lightning bolt to an inflated helium balloon to whimsical dots of fireflies 

scattered across a black expanse.  Raczka's poems pack a double punch, first with the words 

on the page conveying  the outline of objects and ideas through the shaping of the verses 

themselves, and secondly with visual twists built into each title.  48 pages 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m in Charge of Celebrations by Byrd Baylor centers around a young Native American girl 

who creates her own celebrations, Coyote Day, Dust Devil Day, The Time of Falling Stars, and 

many others, in addition to the days when school closes. In one year, she creates 108 

celebrations for nature, herself and everything in between. 32 pages. 

 

 

 

"I live with my family in a city close to the sea. Every summer we used to spend many 

weekends at the beach. But we never go there anymore, because last year our lives changed 

forever...." A child tells the story in The Journey, Italian author-illustrator Francesca Sanna's 

gorgeous  and powerful picture-book about a family forced to leave their country in wartime. 

Their home isn't named, nor the war, but the heartbreaking, frightening narrative is one shared 

by refugee families around the world.  48 pages 



Nonfiction, Stories Based on Actual Events, and Biographies: 

 
 

Some Writer by Melissa Sweet. A celebration of the life and work of writer and children's-book 

author E.B. White. Sweet offers an affectionate tribute to White in a beautiful book, focusing 

especially on his three children's classics: Stuart Little, Charlotte's Web, and The Trumpet of the 

Swan. Sweet uses White's letters, photos, and mementos, as well as her original collaged art, to tell 

the true story of one of the most beloved authors of all time. 176 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

Shark Lady by Jess Keating. At 9 years old, Eugenie Clark developed an unexpected passion for 

sharks after a visit to the Battery Park Aquarium in New York City. At the time, sharks were seen as 

mindless killing machines, but Eugenie knew better and set out to prove it. Despite many obstacles 

in her path, Eugenie was able to study the creatures she loved so much. Due to her many 

discoveries and her scientific contributions led to the well-earned nickname "Shark Lady." 40 

pages. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk by Ian Thornhill. Hundreds of thousands of great auks once 

swam in cold northern waters, but these birds have all disappeared. Thornhill explains the reasons 

the great auk is no more. This story emphasizes not only the importance of conservation but also 

how deeply connected the human and animal worlds can be. Eye-opening,  but surprisingly hopeful 

all the same. 44 pages. 

 

 

 

 

Ada Lovelace Poet of Science by Diana Stanley, is the insightful overview of the curiosity and 

determination that drove Ada Lovelace (1815-1852), daughter of Lord Byron, to pursue her 

intellectual passions, tracing her childhood dreams of flight, her friendship and working relationship 

with Charles Babbage, and her pioneering programming work in service of promoting Babbage's 

Analytical Machine. 40 pages. 

 

 

 

 

As a child in Brooklyn, Ruth objected to the discrimination facing her Jewish family. In school, she 

objected to having to take sewing and cooking classes, and in college, she objected that, as a 

woman, she couldn't pursue a law career.  I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by 

Debbie Levy, shows how Ginsburg’s fearless objections to the unfair status quo not only led the way 

to her career as a Supreme Court justice but also contributed to dismantling many of those 

discriminatory laws that prevented equal treatment. 40 pages. 
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Step Right Up, How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World about Kindness by Donna Janell 

Bowman is a biography of William “Doc” Key, a former slave and self-trained veterinarian. Doc 

taught his horse, Beautiful Jim Key, to "combine letters to spell words, choose numbers to make 

sums, find flags to identify states, move clock hands to tell time, and a whole lot more." When Jim 

performs in the Tennessee Centennial Exposition, held in Nashville in 1897, it catapults both of them 

to fame, which Key uses to promote animal welfare. 48 pages. 

 

 

In free-verse poetry, A Poem for Peter is addressed to Peter, the "brown-sugar boy" of The 

Snowy Day. Andrea Davis Pinkney tells the story of Ezra Jack Keats' life, writing, and creation of 

the pioneering and award-winning title. The book traces Keats' parents' immigration from Poland to 

America, Ezra's childhood in a poor, hard working Jewish family with artistic longings, and his 

father's death which meant art school was no longer a possibility. 60 pages. 

 

 

A stunning rainbow locus, a mesmerizing praying mantis, and a gorgeous lined day gecko are just a 

few of the amazing subjects that nature photographer Martin has captured for this book. In 2013, 

author Philippe Martin traveled to Madagascar, where he spent 28 days in the rain forest taking 

photographs of many of the animals featured in Creatures Close Up using a technique he 

developed called "hyper focus," a process he explains in the book. Children will be entranced as 

each creature appears to jump off the page. 64 pages.  

 

 

Author Jason Chin packs the geologic history of the Grand Canyon into a stunningly illustrated 

story of a magical father-daughter hike. The duo's daylong trek out of the magnificent landform 

becomes a journey through time, as discoveries along the trail transport the girl to various eras in 

the canyon's creation. Realistic ink-and-watercolor illustrations resemble photographs, evoking a 

scrapbook, and a concluding gatefold opens to reveal an awe-inspiring panoramic portrait of the 

Grand Canyon near sunset. 56 pages.  

 

 

 

Gold medal-winning Olympic gymnast and Dancing with the Stars champion Laurie Hernandez 

shares her story in her own words in Got This; To Gold and Beyond. 

A Latina Jersey girl, Laurie saw her life take a dramatic turn last summer when she was chosen to 

be a part of the 2016 US Olympic gymnastics team. Poignant and funny, Laurie's story is about 

growing up with the dream of becoming an Olympian and what it took to win gold. She talks about 

her loving family, her rigorous training, her intense sacrifices, and her amazing triumphs. 231 

pages. 

 

 

 

Steamboat School is about 1847 St. Louis, Missouri, when a new law against educating African 

Americans forces Reverend John to close his school. However, he finds an ingenious solution to 

the new state law by moving his school to a steamboat in the Mississippi River. Steamboat School 

includes author Deborah Hopkinson’s note on Reverend John Berry Meachum, a minister, 

entrepreneur, and educator who fought tirelessly for the rights of African Americans. 40 pages. 


