What are some of the newer
teaching trends in early

childhood development?

A: “In the past, preschools have fo-

cused mostly on social activides” says

Jane Brown, director of the early childhood
program at Hathaway Brown School. “That's

great, except that it shows very minimal aca-
demic benefis. And on the other end of the
pendulum swing s
a very direct instruc-
tional model of try-

\

Jane Brown

effecive s a play-based approach that also
corporates clear benchmarks for leam-
ing aligned to research standards. 1¢s very

based, because the teachers are go-
ren know and what
they're asking and extend that.”
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