
Early Childhood Program

HB at a Glance
Since 1876, HB has given students the tools they need to confidently embrace 
all the possibilities that exist for them. Immersive academic, service, and cultural 
opportunities abound for girls in K-12 and boys and girls in our Co-ed Early 
Childhood Program and Infant & Toddler Center. Our faculty is dedicated to 
hands-on experiential learning at all levels, and this can be observed daily within—
and well beyond—our walls. Graduates attend many of the country’s top universities.

For more information, call 216.320.8767. 



You’re Never Too Young to  
Learn for Life
Forward-thinking Early Childhood teachers use best practices to implement 
innovative curriculum, utilize diverse learning places and connect with faculty and 
organizations both within HB and the greater community. 

Early Childhood Highlights
Two full-time teachers per classroom; 
58% of our EC faculty have or are 
working towards obtaining Masters 
degrees. 

Play-based Learning Centers in 
each classroom are designed to 
appropriately reach all areas of a 
child’s academic interests.

In-depth Project-Based Learning 
and Storyline curricula develop 21st 
century skills including collaboration, 
creativity, and problem solving.

Student portfolios track each child’s 
growth. 

Literacy, math, science, art, and 
technology are at the academic core. 

Specialty subjects include physical 
education, music & movement,  
dance, library, and Spanish.

Field trips are taken throughout the 
school year. 

Students utilize HB’s IDEA 
(innovation, design, engineering & art) 
Lab, Smartboards and iPads.

Afternoon options include STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics), adventure learning, 
yoga, swimming, theater, and sign 
language.

Upper School students in our Legacy 
mentoring program work closely with 
the children.

Classes partner with HB’s Center for 
Global Citizenship for special lessons 
and activities.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

All of our HB Early Childhood teachers use the Loving 
Guidance & Conscious Discipline philosophy founded by 
Dr. Becky Bailey, which creates a positive, self-regulating 
environment for children, increasing social and emotional 
learning. HB offers opportunities for parents to learn and 
practice Loving Guidance & Conscious Discipline techniques 
with Amy Speidel, a teacher, director and parent educator with 
more than 20 years of experience.  

Early Childhood teachers take advantage of our all-school 
campus environment, making connections with faculty and 
students from other divisions to participate in events such as 
pep rallies, orchestra performances, and theater productions.

HB has educational partnerships with highly respected 
institutions including the Cleveland Museum of Natural 
History, the Cleveland Botanical Garden, Cleveland Museum 
of Art, and Case Western Reserve University.

PROJECT-BASED LEARNING

Early Childhood students participate in comprehensive 
investigation of a topic that is typically introduced by a child 
and their interests, in the framework of a defined curriculum.

Opportunities for reflective thinking and student assessment 
abound, while accommodating different learning styles and 
abilities.

The use of Storyline allows teachers and students to develop a 
project through the course of a story.

NATURE-BASED LEARNING

Classes frequently visit our on-campus Organic vegetable 
garden, Oliva Herb Garden, Doan Creek, bird sanctuary, and 
nearby Courtland Woods.

Outdoor Nature Play and Adventure Learning programs include 
visits to CWRU’s Squire Valleevue campus in Hunting Valley.

In every season, children observe and journal about a particular 
environment during weekly I notice trips around our campus.


