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Hathaway Brown Grade 3 Summer Reading 

 

Dear Rising Third Grade Families: 
 
We have compiled this selected list of special books in a variety of 
categories to help you make selections for summer reading. In addition to 
your required title, please choose any two (2) additional titles to read over 
the summer. They can be books you select from this list, or other titles you 
think you will like. You will find many more books at your public library, 
where you can also join a Summer Reading Club. 
 
Happy Summer Reading! 
 

Required Title: Muggie Maggie by Beverly Cleary 
You can read Muggie Maggie yourself or have an adult read it out loud to you. You were given this book 

during the last week of school, or during the summer if you are a new student. Please bring the book to  

school with you in August.  

 

No cursive for Maggie! At first, Maggie is just feeling stubborn when she declares she won't learn 

cursive. What's so wrong with print, anyway? And she can easily type on a computer, so why 

would she need to know how to read those squiggly lines? But soon all her classmates are 

buzzing about Maggie's decision, especially after her teacher, Mrs. Leeper, says Maggie's cursive 

is so sloppy that her name looks like Muggie. With "Muggie Maggie" ringing in her ears, Maggie 

absolutely, positively won't back down…until she's appointed class mail messenger. All of the 

letters that Mrs. Leeper sends to the office are in cursive, and Maggie thinks they are written 

about her. But there's only one way to know for sure . . . so what's Maggie going to do? 66 pages. 

 

Newer and Noteworthy: 

 
 

Lola Levine Is Not Mean! by Monica Brown. 

Lola Levine likes writing in her diario, sipping her mom's cafe con leche, eating her dad's matzo 

ball soup, and playing soccer with her team, the Orange Smoothies. So what if she doesn't always 

fit in? Lola is fierce on the field, but when a soccer game during recess gets too competitive, she 

accidentally hurts her classmate Juan Gomez. Now everyone is calling her Mean Lola Levine! 

Lola feels terrible, but with the help of her family, her super best friend, Josh Blot, and a little 

"pencil power," she just might be able to turn it all around. The first book in a series. 112 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 



 In this Flintstones-esque story, The Oodlethunks by Adele Griffin, Oona Oodlethunk finds an 

egg. After lugging it back to her family's cave, she excitedly considers what the egg might become. 

Will it always remain an egg, or will it hatch into something either wonderful or dreadful? Patiently, 

she cares for Egg. However, unbeknownst to her, the day she goes to market, her younger 

brother, Bonk, trades Egg for Bruce Brute's bison bracelet. When Oona returns home, she is 

distraught that Egg is missing and searches everywhere around the cave and their yard. At last, 

Bonk confesses to his misdeed and they set out in search of the egg. 160 pages. 

 

In Molly & Pim and the Millions of Stars by Martine Murray (originally published in Australia) 10-

year-old Molly just wants to be normal. At school, she’s secretly embarrassed by her mother, 

whose life revolves around gathering herbs, preparing herbal remedies, and engaging in magical 

thinking. When a sip of the wrong potion turns Mama into a tree, it's up to Molly to call upon her 

own skills as an herbalist to figure out how to bring her mother back. Along the way, Molly 

befriends an unusual classmate who offers help. 181 pages.  

 
 

Ruby Lee & Me by Shannon Hitchcock.  It's 1969, and while black folks and white folks are 

cordial, having a black teacher at an all-white school is a strange new happening. For Sarah Beth, 

there are so many unanswered questions. What is all this talk about Freedom Riders and school 

integration? Why can't she and Ruby become best friends? In a world filled with uncertainty, one 

very special teacher shows her students and the adults in their lives that change invites 

unexpected possibilities. 224 pages. 

 

 

In Smarty Marty Steps Up Her Game by Amy Gutierrez, eleven-year-old Marty is delighted to be 

asked at the last moment to announce her little brother Mikey's Little League games, doing a fine 

job too. But then Sammy "the Smash" Simpson, slugger on a rival team, leaves her in tears and 

doubting herself.  ("Girls suck, and you stink as an announcer. Everyone was laughing at how bad 

you were. Stick to softball") Worse, the bully goes on to threaten Mikey with a beating if she 

doesn't quit. Marty is made of sterner stuff, though, and after pep talks from teammates and 

parents, she regains her self-confidence. 144 pages 
 

Author Sharon Creech offers a memorable family story in Moo, which features an especially 

difficult cow. When Reena, 12, and her brother Luke, seven, move with their parents to Maine 

from the noisy bustle of New York City, lots of adjustments are required. The citified family is 

thrust into small-town life, and things get awkward when Reena's parents force her and Luke to 

help out a neighbor, Mrs. Falala, who owns a small menagerie of animals, including one very 

cantankerous cow, Zora. 288 pages. 

 

In Stef Soto, Taco Queen by Jennifer Torres, Estefania “Stef” Soto is tired of feeling babied by 

her parents, and she's especially tired of being known as the Taco Queen because of her dad's 

food truck, called Tia Perla. She wants a little more freedom, but she's having trouble working out 

how to prove she's mature enough. When her family's livelihood is threatened by new food truck 

codes, Stef wants to speak out in defense of Tia Perla, but she's not quite sure where to begin. 

This story features short and sweet chapters with plenty of Spanish words and phrases sprinkled 

in and a cheer-worthy main character in Stef, a happy, funny girl who adores art above all. When 

she finally realizes how her love of art can help her parents' business, she also learns how to 

better communicate her feelings and needs. 176 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 



In The Girl Who Saved Yesterday by Julius Lester, a young girl named Silence, who has been 

raised by the ancient trees of the forest, is directed to return to her village in order to save all the 

Yesterdays. Obediently she complies, although she doesn't quite understand her task. Eventually 

she climbs a nearby mountain where she uncovers some glowing pink stones that mark the 

graves of village ancestors. Once the area around the stones is cleaned and restored, the 

markers release memories that save the Yesterdays. 32 pages. 

 
 

Sarah can't wait to work at the ice-cream stand this summer with her best friend, Lizzie, whose 

parents own it. Lizzie's parents agree that if the girls raise $5,000 at the ice-cream stand, they 

can fulfill their dream of running a zombie hayride in the fall. When twins Olive and Peter move to 

town for the year with their dads, Lizzie invites them to work the ice-cream stand, too and Sarah 

fears losing her best friend. To make matters worse, a couple of weeks into summer, Sarah goes 

to count the money in the safe to see if she, Lizzie, Peter, and Olive are on track to meet their 

goal and discovers all the money is gone. As the four work together to solve the mystery of the 

missing money, Sarah learns what it means to be a good friend. 272 pages. 

 

In The Tiny Hero of Ferny Creek Library by Linda Bailey, Eddie is a tiny green bug who lives 

with his extended family in among human fourth-graders in their classroom at Ferny Creek 

Elementary. When his aunt Min disappears, he braves spiders, vacuum cleaners, and kids' 

careless footsteps to find her in the school library; there the two overhear the new librarian, Ms. 

Visch, plotting to turn the library into a testing center. Eddie's determined to save the day, so he 

embarks on a campaign of messages he writes in blueberry juice on sticky notes and places 

around the library. 336 pages. 

 

 

Cornelia Funke’s Lilly and Fin are adventurous merpups who live deep in the sea amid the 

wreckage of sunken ships with other mermaid families. Even though their parents have told them 

to stay close to home and beware of ships, propellers, and "two legs" (aka humans), Lilly and Fin 

don't give the advice a moment's thought as they sneak away to investigate a cave they recently 

found. Unbeknownst to them, exploring the same area are a mermaid-obsessed couple, the 

Snorkels. 96 pages. 

 
 

 

Popular Series and Trilogies: 

 
When Room Eleven's beloved pet hamster, Patches, goes missing in Smashie 

McPerter and the Mystery of Room 11 by N. Griffin, Smashie and her best 

friend, Dontel, launch an investigation to bring the thief to justice--but they 

discover that there may be more than one secret to be uncovered. In Smashie 

McPerter and the Mystery of the Missing Goop Another mystery is unfolding 

in Room 11 at Crumpler Elementary School, and it looks like Smashie McPerter 

and her best friend Dontel are back to doing what they do best, investigating. 

256 and 304 pages. 

 

In Liberty Porter by Julia DeVillers, Liberty is a regular nine-year-old girl 

with a lot going on. Her dad’s new job is president of the United States and 

Liberty is going to be First Daughter! In New Girl in Town, Liberty is settled 

in at the White House but off to a rough start at her new school. It's hard 

being new, especially when she has to bring along a bodyguard. In Cleared 

for Takeoff Liberty starts to worry on her first trip overseas, that a mistake 

on her part could cause a diplomatic disaster. 



 

 

Skunked! by Jacqueline Kelly is the first title in the new Calpurnia Tate, Girl Vet series. Travis, 

Callie's brother, secretly adopts a pair of baby skunks. Callie and Travis hide the skunks in the 

barn, nurse them to health, and wash the family dog after he gets sprayed. However, when 

Travis sneaks his wild pets into the schoolhouse, Calpurnia is not happy with what happens. The 

second title is Counting Sheep. 112 pages. 

 

 

 

Magellan's trip around the globe is told through the eyes of a 

ship's dog in the latest Dog Chronicles entitled Leo, Dog of 

the Sea. The dog Leo is wary of humans. Then he meets 

Marco, an orphaned Spanish boy who has stowed away as 

Magellan begins his historic voyage. The other books in this 

series so far are Darling, Mercy Dog of World War I and 

Finder, the Coal Mine Dog. 160 pages. 

 
A Dragon’s Guide to the Care and Feeding of Humans by Laurence Yep. This comedy stars a 

3,000-year-old dragon and a scrappy girl. Miss Drake enjoys humans but sees them as pets. 10-

year-old Winnie has come to live with Miss Drake's in San Francisco, but Winnie just won't follow 

Miss Drake's rules for pets. When the girl draws some fanciful creatures in a magical sketchbook, 

the creatures become real and escape, causing Miss Drake to frantically work to contain the 

damage. Additional titles include: A Dragon’s Guide to Making Your Human Smarter and A 

Dragon’s Guide to Making Perfect Humans. 
 

The Detective Gordon series books by Ulf Nilsson, includes three very silly stories. In The First 

Case, a squirrel reports that his cache of nuts has been stolen. As Detective Gordon, a toad, 

investigates, he catches a hungry baby mouse stealing a single nut, takes her in, names her 

Buffy, and gives her a job as his assistant. In A Complicated Case, Detective Gordon, discovers 

that the morning cake tin, the afternoon cake tin, and the evening cake tin are all missing and he 

sets off with Buffy to investigate. In A Case in Any Case Detective Gordon, has retired from 

police work and has embarked upon a life of leisure. Buffy is now chief detective, and the little 

mouse takes her job most seriously. 96, 98, and 106 pages. 
 

Phoebe and Her Unicorn by Dana Simpson is the first book in a series about the unlikely 

friendship between an awkward young girl and an arrogant unicorn. The other titles in the series 

include:  

Unicorn on a Roll 

Unicorn vs Goblins 

Razzle Dazzle Unicorn 

Unicorn Crossing               174-220 pages. 
 

Best known for their hit Nineties TV series, Sister, Sister, the Mowry twins now try their hand at 

being authors, with a series, Twintuition about Cassie and Caitlyn Waters, identical twins with 

the ability to see visions. Told from the alternating perspectives of the two girls, this light and fluffy 

title is a heartwarming tale of sisterhood. Titles in the series include:  

Twintuition: Double Vision 

Twintuition: Double Trouble 

Twintuition: Double Dare 

 

 

 

 



In the first book in a new series, Penelope Perfect by Chrissie Perry, Penelope doesn't ask for 

much; she just wants to be perfect. She keeps her room just so, is always on time, and helps out 

when needed. Sometimes, though, she feels as if there's another Penelope living inside of her, 

one who is bossy and easily frustrated. Her latest project is to acquire a best friend. A new girl is 

starting at Chelsea Primary, and Penelope decides that she will be a perfect best friend. Things 

don't start out that way, and Penelope sees her project dissolving into nothing. Then she gets 

advice from Grandpa about not trying so hard, and as difficult as it is for her, she takes his advice 

and finds that everything does get a little easier. 144 pages. 

 

 

 

The According to Humphrey series by Betty G. Birney is about the adventures of a 

lovable classroom hamster named Humphrey. The 12 titles in this series include: 

The World According to Humphrey; Friendship According to Humphrey; 

Trouble According to Humphrey; Surprises According to Humphrey; Adventure 

According to Humphrey; Summer According to Humphrey; School Days According to 

Humphrey; Mysteries According to Humphrey; Winter According to Humphrey; Secrets 

According to Humphrey; Imagination According to Humphrey; Spring According to 

Humphrey.   

 

A Pig Called Heather by Harry Oulton. Heather the pig has a 

lovely farm in the Scottish countryside, apples of all kinds to 

eat, and a best friend, farmer’s daughter, Isla. Unfortunately, 

all this ends when Isla’s dad has to sell the farm to Farmer 

Busby and move with Isla to far-off London.  In The Return of 

the Pig Called Heather, Heather the pig is happily hiding in 

London Zoo. But her friend, Isla, is sad. In Heather’s Piglets, 

Heather has to deal with two misbehaving piglets. 

 

 

Author Galia Oz details the escapades of Julie and her dog, Shakshuka, in three separate but 

connected stories included in the book Dog Trouble!  In the first, Shakshuka is missing and Julie 

suspects that the class bully and his sidekick are to blame. In the second, Julie's classmate and 

cousin Effie, the school's fastest runner, is set to compete against the rival school in a race. She 

receives several good luck gifts but doesn't know who is sending them. In the third, Effie becomes 

best friends with the new girl at school, Donna Silver, and Julie struggles with feeling left out. 

Julie, the protagonist of all three entries, has twin baby brothers and an overwhelmed mother, 

whose bark is worse than her bite. 144 pages. 

 

Graphic Novels and Illustrated Stories: 
 

 
In NewsPrints by Ru Xu, Blue is an orphan who disguises herself as a newsboy. There's a war 

going on, and girls are expected to help the struggling economy by selling cookies. But Blue 

loves living and working at the Bugle, the only paper in town that tells the truth. And what's 

printed in the newspapers now matters more than ever.  

 

 

 
 



In Third Grade Mermaid by Peter Raymundo, Cora the mermaid is having trouble with spelling, 

but if she wants to stay on the Singing Sirens swim team she has get an A on her next test. Her 

mother gives her a "magic" diary that compels her to practice writing, while her friends explain to 

her the concept of studying.  In her quest to regain her place on the swim team,, Cora befriends a 

giant shrimp (made extra-large by undersea toxic green sludge) and learns what real friendship is 

about.  

 

 

In The Thea Sisters and the Mystery at Sea by Thea Stilton, Geronimo isn’t the only world-

famous adventuring journalist from New Mouse City. The Thea Sisters are five fun, lively students 

at Mouseford Academy on Whale Island, who want to be real, live journalists just like their hero, 

Geronimo Stilton. There are 40 Thea Stilton stories, graphic novels and special editions.  

 
Ape and Armadillo Take Over the World by James Sturm. Armadillo has world domination on 

the mind, but buddy Ape is fed up with assignments that involve trudging through sewers and 

fending off robot armies. "Why do I have to distract the spitting serpent that guards the castle... 

while you sneak in with the princess to steal the wizard king's wand," Ape has had enough: "I 

don't want to blow up the world. I like a lot of people in the world." As a bonus, secondary comics 

run along the bottom of the pages, helping readers get to know these two big personalities even 

better. 40 pages. 

 

 

In The Great Pet Escape by Victoria Jamieson, feisty class hamster GW completes his Hairy 

Houdini Escape-O-Matic invention and races to release bunny Barry and guinea pig Biter--but his 

friends aren't eager to abandon their comfy lives as class pets. Jailbreaks, a food fight, and other 

hijinks ensue in this laugh-out-loud graphic novel. 64 pages.  

 

 
 

The Big Bad Fox by Benjamin Renner. Who's afraid of the Big Bad Fox? No one, it seems. 

The fox dreams of being the terror of the barnyard. But no one is scared of him, least of all the 

hens--when he picks a fight with one, he always ends up on the losing end. But then the wolf 

comes up with the perfect scheme. If the fox steals some eggs, he could hatch the chicks himself 

and raise them to be a plump, juicy chicken dinner. Unfortunately, this plan falls apart when three 

adorable chicks hatch and call the fox Mommy. 192 pages. 

 

 

Fable Comics includes twenty-eight fables or, as editor Chris Duffy puts it: "bossy stories with a 

message for you" with illustrations provided from nearly as many graphic artists. Inspired by the 

works of Aesop and other traditions to more recent works from the likes of Ivan Krilov and 

Ambrose Bierce. Surprises lurk in even the more familiar tales: James Kochalka's Fox can't get 

those grapes despite donning a jet pack; Graham Annable provides a unique twist to the 

Tortoise and the Hare tale by giving his aggressive Tortoise a lift to the finish line from an eagle. 

Maris Wicks' "The Dolphins, the Whales, and the Sprat," features a small fish who delivers 

informative minilectures while trying to bring peace to warring parties. 126 pages. 

 

First in the CatStronauts series, CatStronauts: Mission Moon,  by Drew Brockington is a 

graphic novel for students reading chapter books. In the place of human astronauts, there are 

the CatStronauts, including Waffles, Major Meowser, Pom Pom, and Blanket. The CatStronauts 

are summoned when an energy crisis hits the cat version of the U.S. and are instructed to install 

a solar power plant on the moon. Humor and suspense compete throughout. “I can hook up 

Cat-Stro-Bot to the main computer and use his ear sensor arrays as a backup navigation 

system". Also available in this series: Race to Mars. 160 pages 



Classics and Enduring Favorites: 
 

 

A Newbery Honor Award book, The Cricket in Times Square by George Selden, is the story of 

.Chester Cricket, Tucker Mouse and Harry Cat who meet at a newsstand in a New York subway 

station when a lonely little boy, Mario Bellini, finds the cricket in a pile of trash. He decides to 

keep Chester as a pet. The comic and sometimes hard side of life in the city is shown as Chester 

Cricket and his friends struggle to bring success to their human friends' nearly bankrupt 

newsstand. 144 pages. 

 

 

In Ruby’s Wish by Shirin Yim Bridges, Ruby is as bright as her favorite color, red, but she lives at 

a time in which it is rare for girls to go to school. Ruby's rich grandfather has several wives, as is 

the custom. His sons also have several wives, and more than 100 children live in the very large 

home they all share. A teacher is hired for all of the children who wish to attend classes, including 

Ruby. Over the years, she and her grandfather discuss her thoughts, and her dreams. When it 

seems that Ruby will have no choice but to marry, her grandfather gives her a very special red 

packet for the New Year celebration. 36 pages. 

 

 

Porch Lies: Tales of Slicksters, Tricksters, and Other Wily Characters, Patricia McKissack's 

tall tales of humor and exaggeration are told on a front porch to friends and family. Whether side-

splittingly funny or spine-chillingly spooky, most of these tales are steeped in early 20th century 

African-American history. 146 pages. 

 

 

"Once upon a time, there lived a kind and beautiful princess named Izta. Even though she was 

the daughter of an emperor, she loved to spend time with the people who grew corn in the 

milpas." So begins Mexican author-illustrator Duncan Tonatiuh's retelling of one of his country's 

most cherished legends, The Princess and the Warrior. Sadly, Izta and her beloved warrior 

Popoca were betrayed and fated to spend the rest of eternity as two side-by-side volcanoes: 

IztaccIhuatl, and Popocatepetl. 40 pages. 
 

 

As a young man, author Allen Say's grandfather travels throughout America, eventually returning 

to Japan. Say, who lived in California when he wrote this book, finds "the moment I am in one 

country, I am homesick for the other. I think I know my grandfather now." In Grandfather’s 

Journey, Say lovingly tells the story of his own family's cross-cultural history in elegant 

watercolor paintings that earned him a Caldecott Medal in 1994. 32 pages. 

 

 

Passed down from one generation to the next, the Doll family in The Doll People by Ann 

Matthews Martin, has lived in the same dollhouse, located in the same room of the Palmer 

family's house, for 100 years. While the world outside has changed, their own lives have not--with 

two significant exceptions. First, Auntie Sarah Doll suddenly and mysteriously disappeared 45 

years ago, when the Doll family belonged to Kate Palmer's grandmother. More recently, the 

modern, plastic Funcraft family has moved into Kate's little sister's room. 272 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In Catwings by Ursula K. LeGuin, Mrs. Jane Tabby can't explain why her four precious kittens 

were born with wings, but she's grateful that they are able to use their flying skills to soar away 

from the dangerous city slums where they were born. However, once the kittens escape the big 

city, they learn that country life can be just as difficult!" The other titles in this much-loved series 

are:  

Catwings Return 

Wonderful Alexander and the Catwings 

Jane on Her Own 
 

The Story of a Seagull and the Cat Who Taught Her to Fly by Luis Sepulveda. 

Zorba is a noble, big, black cat from the port of Hamburg who keeps his vow to a dying seagull 

who was tragically caught in an oil slick. He promises to watch over her egg, not to eat the chick 

when it hatches, and to teach the baby gull to fly. With the aid of four loyal feline friends, he 

hatches the egg and the young female that emerges immediately calls him "Mommy." Having 

fulfilled two of the promises, Zorba and his mates must not only teach her to fly, but also give her 

the strength to leave those she loves to realize her true nature. 128 pages. 

 

What's an old woman to do when a skeleton pays her a birthday visit and tells her to "come 

along"? Grandma Beetle, the heroine of this joyful book, Just a Minute, a Trickster Tale and 

Counting Book, by Yuyi Morales, stalls for time. "Just a minute," she says; there's something 

she needs to do. One chore leads to another, but the skeleton can't mask his enthusiasm as 

Grandma cooks, fills piñatas, and performs other tasks, each one linked to a number from 1 to 

10, “uno" to “diez." Eventually “nueve" grandchildren arrive for Grandma's birthday party, and 

guess who else is invited? 36 pages. 

 
 

Poetry, Poetic Prose, and Books in Verse: 

 
 

Two siblings take on the great outdoors with their young-at-heart grandfather 

in Gone Camping by Tamara Will Wissinger, the companion book to Gone 

Fishing. Exuberantly illustrated throughout and filled with a variety of poetic 

forms, these fun stories told in verse are packed with family humor and 

adventure. 112 pages. 

 

 

 
 Maya Angelou's poem Life Doesn’t Frighten Me in a large-size picture book, with paintings in 

glowing color by artist Jean-Michel Basquiat. Angelou's brave, defiant poem celebrates the 

courage within each of us, of any age. From the scary thought of panthers in the park to the 

unsettling scene of a new classroom, fearsome images are summoned and dispelled by the 

power of faith in ourselves. Biographies of both the author and the artist are featured.  

32 pages. 



 

Author Carol Murray assembles nearly 30 poems about familiar insects in Cricket in the 

Thicket, sometimes educational, "I carry little pods of air/ beneath each shiny wing," she writes 

about a water bug, sometimes providing an insect's-eye view of life, "I am not loved, not loved 

at all," sighs a cockroach, "I'm not like any other". Almost every insect or arachnid commonly 

known to most Americans is included in this lighthearted treasury. Each poem highlights some 

aspect of its subject, whether its appearance, its behavior, or, its reputation. 40 pages.  

 
 

In Fresh-Picked Poetry; A Day at the Farmers’ Market, a collection of poems celebrates 

farmers markets. Beginning with "Market Day Today," author Michelle Schaub encourages 

readers to "spy the wonders / on display" where "farmers chat" and "musicians play." In "Early 

Risers," farmers "harvest, sort, / wash, and load" produce at dawn, and in "Transformed," they 

convert city spaces into "tasty transformations." Other poems extol the scrumptious scent of 

freshly baked goods, the twang and rattle of market music, the "ear to ear" joy of sweet corn, 

honey's "liquid-gold alchemy," and "eggs-traordinary" free-range eggs. 
 

When is a list also a poem? When it's a list poem! List poems can be funny or serious, rhymed or 

unrhymed. Award-winning author Brian P. Cleary explains how these types of poems work in 

Underneath My Bed; List Poems. 32 pages. 

 

 

 

In Thunder Underground, noted children's poet Jane Yolen takes readers on an expedition 

underground, exploring everything from animal burrows and human creations, like subways, near 

the surface--to ancient cities and fossils, lower down--to caves, magma, and Earth's tectonic 

plates, deeper still below our feet. This book contains science, poetry, and an adventure story all 

rolled into one. But it's also more than that: In these poems we see that beneath us are the past, 

present, future--history, truth, and story. 32 pages. 

 

 

Wet Cement: A Mix of Concrete Poems by Bob Raczka, is an entertaining assortment that 

skips from a zigzag lightning bolt to an inflated helium balloon to whimsical dots of fireflies 

scattered across a black expanse.  Raczka's poems pack a double punch, first with the words on 

the page conveying the outline of objects and ideas through the shaping of the verses 

themselves, and secondly with visual twists built into each title.  48 pages 

 

 

I’m in Charge of Celebrations by Byrd Baylor centers around a young Native American girl who 

creates her own celebrations, Coyote Day, Dust Devil Day, The Time of Falling Stars, and many 

others, in addition to the days when school closes. In one year, she creates 108 celebrations for 

nature, herself and everything in between. 32 pages. 

 

 

"I have to write a story today" the narrator begins in Ideas Are All Around by Philip C. Stead. 

“Wonderful!” (His friend Barbara responds.) 

 "But today I don't have any ideas."   

“Oh,” says Barbara, 

“I wouldn’t worry about it. 

Ideas are all around.” 

And so the narrator walks around the neighborhood with his dog, Wednesday, greeting, 

observing, having coffee with a friend, and, in the process, gathering ideas.  

 

 



Nonfiction, Stories Based on Actual Events and People, and Biographies: 
 

Lost and Found Cat by Doug Kuntz and Amy Shrodes. When an Iraqi family is forced to flee 

their home, they can't bear to leave their beloved cat, Kunkush, behind. So they carry him with 

them from Iraq to Greece. But during the crowded boat crossing to Greece, his carrier breaks and 

the frightened cat runs from the chaos. After an unsuccessful search, his brokenhearted family 

has to continue their journey,. A few days later, aid workers in Greece find the lost cat. Knowing 

how much his family has sacrificed already, they are desperate to reunite them with the cat they 

love so much.  Actual photographs included. 48 pages.  
 

 

Ada Lovelace Poet of Science by Diana Stanley, is the insightful overview of the curiosity and 

determination that drove Ada Lovelace (1815-1852), daughter of Lord Byron, to pursue her 

intellectual passions, tracing her childhood dreams of flight, her friendship and working 

relationship with Charles Babbage, and her pioneering programming work in service of promoting 

Babbage's Analytical Machine. 40 pages. 

 

Step Right Up, How Doc and Jim Key Taught the World about Kindness by Donna Janell 

Bowman is a biography of William “Doc” Key, a former slave and self-trained veterinarian. Doc 

taught his horse, Beautiful Jim Key, to "combine letters to spell words, choose numbers to make 

sums, find flags to identify states, move clock hands to tell time, and a whole lot more." When 

Jim performs in the Tennessee Centennial Exposition, held in Nashville in 1897, it catapults both 

of them to fame, which Key uses to promote animal welfare. 48 pages. 

 

In free-verse poetry, A Poem for Peter is addressed to Peter, the "brown-sugar boy" of The 

Snowy Day. Andrea Davis Pinkney tells the story of Ezra Jack Keats' life, writing, and creation of 

the pioneering and award-winning title. The book traces Keats' parents' immigration from Poland 

to America, Ezra's childhood in a poor, hardworking Jewish family with artistic longings, and his 

father's death which meant art school was no longer a possibility. Some photographs of a  little 

African-American boy in Life magazine inspired Keats for years, and finally, when he became a 

book illustrator, he got the chance to feature a character like that little guy. 60 pages. 

 

 

A stunning rainbow locus, a mesmerizing praying mantis, and a gorgeous lined day gecko are 

just a few of the amazing subjects that nature photographer Martin has captured for this book. In 

2013, author Philippe Martin traveled to Madagascar, where he spent 28 days in the rain forest 

taking photographs of many of the animals featured in Creatures Close Up using a technique 

he developed called "hyper focus,” a process he explains in the book. Children will be entranced 

as each creature appears to jump off the page. 64 pages.  
 

 

The oversize books in the Amazing Animal series are notable for their 

extraordinary photographs.  All of the books include the basics about the 

animals' habits, life cycles, and descriptions of how they function within their 

environment. There are nearly 50 titles in this series, with titles ranging from 

Alligators, Beavers, Flamingoes, and Kangaroos, to Komodo Dragons, 

Parrots, Swans, and Wolves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Author Jason Chin packs the geologic history of the Grand Canyon into a stunningly illustrated 

story of a magical father-daughter hike. The duo's daylong trek out of the magnificent landform 

becomes a journey through time, as discoveries along the trail transport the girl to various eras in 

the canyon's creation. Realistic ink-and-watercolor illustrations resemble photographs, evoking a 

scrapbook, and a concluding gatefold opens to reveal an awe-inspiring panoramic portrait of the 

Grand Canyon near sunset. 56 pages.  

 
 

 

The What’s the Big Deal series by Ruby Shamir and Matt Faulkner currently 

features two titles; Freedom and First Ladies by Ruby Shamir and Matt Faulkner. 

Freedom covers from the Constitution to civil rights, from women’s rights to the 

four freedoms, it shows how America got the nickname “land of the free. “First 

Ladies are more than just wives of U.S. presidents! This book shows that First 

Ladies help influence America in ways both large and small. 

 

 

The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk by Ian Thornhill. Hundreds of thousands of great auks once 

swam in cold northern waters, but these birds have all disappeared. However, as this charmingly 

illustrated title proves, the bulky, flightless bird is far from forgotten. Thornhill explains the reasons 

the great auk is no more. This story emphasizes not only the importance of conservation but also 

how deeply connected the human and animal worlds can be. Eye-opening, but surprisingly 

hopeful all the same. 44 pages. 

 

 

In On Earth, author G. Brian Karas takes readers on “a giant ride in space/spinning like a merry-

go-round” With minimal text, the book explains in words and colorful pictures the Earth’s daily and 

yearly cycles. Although the concepts are complex, children will get a rudimentary explanation of 

the orbit, rotation and tilt of planet Earth, gravity, why we have seasons, and what happens as day 

turns into night. Vocabulary is simple for early readers, but because the scientific concepts are 

complex, some adult explanation will be welcome. 32 pages. 

 

 

In an upbeat story based on the life of Cuban musician Millo Castro Zaldarriaga,, Drum Dream 

Girl by Margarita Engle, a talented young girl with a passion for drumming dreams of playing 

music. Told repeatedly that girls cannot be drummers, she refuses to give up, practicing in secret 

and delighting in every bit of music around her. A visit to an open-minded music teacher results in 

lessons and, eventually, the opportunity to perform in public. Vibrant, warm, and hopeful, this 

expressive story shows the power of perseverance and importance of following your dreams. 48 

pages. 

 

How Kate Warne Saved President Lincoln; The Story Behind the Nation’s First Woman 

Detective, by Elizabeth Van Steenwyk, illustrated by Valentina Belloni.  

This picture book story is about the first female to work for the famous Pinkerton Detective 

Agency. Her name was Kate Warne. When she discovered a plot to assassinate President Lincoln 

on the train ride to his inauguration, this smart-thinking detective figured out how to trick the would-

be murderers and get the President safely to his destination. An author's note offers additional 

information on Warne's life. 32 pages. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Next to nothing is known about Amelia Simmons, whose American Cookery published in 1796, was 

the first cookbook to be written by an American and to incorporate native ingredients. So author 

Deborah Hopkinson creates a lively backstory for this culinary revolutionary in Independence 

Cake. Orphaned and sent to work as a housemaid for the frazzled Mrs. Bean, Amelia impresses 

with her unflappable demeanor and soon takes over the kitchen. 44 pages 

 

 

In Ship of Dolls by Shirley Parenteau. Inspired by a project organized in 1926 by teacher-

missionary Sidney Gulick, in which American children sent more than 12,000 Friendship Dolls to 

Japan in hopes of avoiding a future war, this story follows an 11-year-old girl who is sent to live with 

her strict paternal grandparents following her father's death and her mother's remarriage. When her 

class participates in a project to buy a doll to send with thousands of other dolls from across 

America to Japan for the Hinamatsuri festival, Lexie's determined to win a contest for the best letter 

to accompany the doll, as the winner will attend a send-off party in San Francisco, where her 

mother will be singing.  258 pages. 

 

 

 


