
	  
	  

May 2017 
Dear Rising Seventh Grade Families, 
 
As this school year draws to a close and we all consider the possibilities of summer, the first thing that comes to mind is a 
summer filled with great reading.  To encourage life-long readers who genuinely love books, we have assembled a 
wonderful summer reading list in addition to two thought-provoking required readings.  Incoming seventh graders are 
expected to read at least four books over the summer.  
 
This summer’s required titles will begin the new school year by focusing on the seventh grade literature theme of 
social justice.  The two required novels are The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton and Funny in Farsi by Firoozeh Dumas.  The 
Outsiders, widely considered a modern classic, is a story about a group of young boys struggling with universal themes, 
such as friendship, loyalty, and interactions between social classes.  Funny in Farsi is a collection of lighthearted vignettes 
chronicling the author’s transition from her Iranian childhood to life in America.  Both novels examine themes of identity, 
education, and our place in the world, in addition to how we develop our senses of right and wrong. Because your 
daughter and her classmates will discuss these two novels in great detail in September, we encourage your daughter to 
read these works carefully in August to better retain key information for class discussion and activities.   
 
In addition to the two required novels, we ask your daughter to choose two other books from the Hathaway Brown Middle 
School Library Summer Reading List found at www.hb.edu/page.cfm?p=1286.  She may read these choice books at her 
own pace throughout the summer, but she needs to complete the online component by August 20, 2017 because school 
passwords will be reset on August 21, 2017.  She should not  complete this task for the two required novels, however. 
 
To access the online activities for her two choice books, your daughter must first select “Haiku Login” from the 
Quicklinks tab on the www.hb.edu homepage.  Once she arrives at the login page, she should sign in using her Google 
Apps account.  She then will be prompted to type in her username and password.  If your daughter is a returning HB 
student, she already has a username and password.  If she is an incoming student, her login information will be 
forthcoming.  Once she has logged into the Haiku Learning site successfully, she needs to select the “Incoming Seventh 
Grade” page located to the left of the central content block.  Here, she will see the discussion forum we have 
designed.  She will notice two questions, and she is to answer one question per choice book.  Please note that Haiku pages 
will not be available to be accessed until June 30, 2017.  Your daughter may begin her summer reading before that date, 
but she will not be able to enter the discussions and submit her responses on Haiku until then. 
 
Following the guidelines online, she then clicks on the first question to which she would like to respond.  If she would like 
to read the full instructions, she needs to select “more…” after the initial prompt.  Once she is ready to write, she will want 
to select “+New Post” in the upper left-hand corner.  In the “Subject” box, she needs to enter the title and author of the 
appropriate choice book.  In the remaining text box, she is to write her clear, concise, and grammatically correct response 
to the question to her best ability.  If she is satisfied with her entry, she may select “Post.”  If she would like to save it and 
return to post it later, she may select “Save as Draft.”  Once she has written her entry for that question, she is welcome to 
reply to her classmates’ responses as she sees fit.  Your daughter’s English teacher will periodically read and respond to 
posts throughout the summer, and she looks forward to engaging with your daughter and her classmates through Haiku 
Learning before we officially begin the school year.   
 
Best wishes to all for a terrific summer filled with great fun and good books! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Zappas, Middle School English Department Chair 
lzappas@hb.edu; (216) 320-8796, x7115 
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