
HATHAWAY	BROWN	MIDDLE	SCHOOL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
SUMMER	READING	L IST 	5TH 	GRADE	

Dear Rising Fifth Grader, 
We have compiled a list of special books in a variety of categories for your summer reading pleasure. In addition to 
your two (2) required titles, please choose any four (4) books from the list or other titles by any of the authors 
featured on this list, and follow the instructions provided by Ms. Zappas' letter and on Haiku. Have fun exploring the 
list and choosing your selections! 

NEWER	AND	NOTEWORTHY	

 SIREN	SISTERS																														
BY	DANA	LANGER	(JAN.	3,	2017)	

A soon-to-be siren finds herself 
responsible for the lives of her sisters—
and the fisherman they curse—in this 
haunting debut novel that Kirkus calls 
"an exciting fantasy with a heart-

stopping ending by an author to watch."	

	
THREADWORLDS																																										

BY	BRYAN	KONIETZKO	(2017)	
Imagine a world where five planets 
share a single orbit. Imagine an 
inquisitive young scientist, curious 
about the world, setting out on 
adventures across the universe. 

	 	 	

THE	CASTLE	IN	THE	MIST														
BY	AMY	EPHRON	(FEB.	7,	2017)	

Tess and Max travel behind the walls of 
a magical castle where wishes really do 
come true—if the hawthorne trees 
don’t get you first. Tess and Max 
discover the grounds of a castle filled 

with swans, bullfrogs, a hedge maze, an old-fashioned 
carnival, and a boy, William, just her age. William 
invites Tess back, and she can’t wait to return, this time 
with her brother. But strange things happen at the 
castle. In the end it’s up to Tess to save her family and 
her friends from being trapped forever in the world 
beyond the hawthorns—but will one wish be enough?  

	
BRACED																																										

BY	ALYSON	GERBER	(MAR.	2017)	
Rachel Brooks is excited for the new 
school year. She's finally earned a place 
as a forward on her soccer team. Her 
best friends make everything fun. And 
she really likes Tate, and she's pretty 

sure he likes her back. Then the doctor delivers some 
terrible news: The sideways curve in Rachel's spine has 
gotten worse, and she needs to wear a back brace 
twenty-three hours a day. But as Rachel confronts all 
the challenges the brace presents, the biggest change of 
all may lie in how she sees herself. 

	 	 	

ONCE	WAS	A	TIME																																	
BY	LEILA	SALES	(2016)	

In the war-ravaged England of 1940, 
Charlotte Bromley is sure of only one 
thing: Kitty McLaughlin is her best 

friend in the whole world. But when Charlotte's 
scientist father makes an astonishing discovery that the 
Germans will covet for themselves, Charlotte is faced 
with an impossible choice between danger and safety. 

	
	
	

EXTRAORDINARY																																				
BY	MIRIAM	SPITZER	FRANKLIN	(2015)	

Pansy often backed out of things her 
best friend, Anna, wanted to do, 
including attending the sleepaway 

camp where Anna contracted meningitis and became 
disabled. But when Pansy learns that surgery might 
restore Anna to her old self, she will do anything to 
become extraordinary in time for Anna's return. 

	 	 	



	

BAYOU	MAGIC																																								
BY	JEWELL	PARKER	(2015)	

It's 10-year-old Maddy's turn to spend 
a summer with her grandmother on 
the bayou in Bon Temps, Louisiana. 
She has heard stories from her sisters 

about the strange woman they call Grandmere, but 
Maddy can't wait to go. Maddy learns her family's 
history and recognizes the magic within her. She learns 
about environmental issues and realizes that she can 
save her beloved bayou. 

	
	
	

THE	BLOSSOMING	UNIVERSE	OF	
VIOLET	DIAMOND																																			

BY	BRENDA	WOODS	(2014)	

11-year-old Violet doesn't look like her 
mother or her sister- they both look 
white, while she resembles her black 

father, who died in an accident before she was born, 
and whose parents are estranged from Violet. 
Discovering that her grandmother is showing her art at 
a nearby Seattle gallery, Violet decides it's time she met 
her father's mother. 

	 	 	

BOOK	SCAVENGER																																		
BY	JENNIFER	CHAMBLISS	BERTMAN	(2015)	

Eccentric mastermind Garrison 
Griswold, founder of the popular Book 
Scavenger website, is about to launch 
an elaborate new game when his plans 
are violently interrupted. The only clue 

he leaves behind is a specially printed copy of an Edgar 
Allan Poe short story, "The Gold-Bug." Enter 12-year-
old Emily, an avid Book Scavenger player whose family 
arrived in Griswold's hometown of San Francisco. 

	
PAX																																																												

BY	SARA	PENNYPACKER	(2016)	

12-year-old Peter found his loyal 
companion, Pax, as an orphaned kit 
while grieving his own mother's death. 
Peter's father said he could keep the 

fox "for now" but five years later, when he joins the 
military, he insists the boy leave Pax before they travel 
hundreds of miles away. The story recounts Peter's 
journey back to Pax and Pax's steadfastness in waiting 
for Peter's return. 

	 	 	

CARTWHEELING	IN	THUNDERSTORMS																														
BY	KATHERINE	RUNDELL	(2014)	

Wilhelmina "Will" Silver, a girl who 
lives on a wonderful life on a 
Zimbabwean tobacco farm. When her 
father passes away and the elderly 
Captain becomes her legal guardian, he 

marries a younger woman who decides to send Will to 
boarding school in England, Leewood Academy, where 
she is harassed, bullied, and physically attacked. Will 
escapes to try to survive in the streets of London. 

	
	
	

UNUSUAL	CHICKENS	FOR	THE	
EXCEPTIONAL	POULTRY	FARMER									

BY	KELLY	JONES	(2015)	

Sophie Brown is new to farm life, new 
to being one of the only "brown 
people" in town and definitely new to 
caring for chickens. To help her adjust 

to life, she writes letters to her great-uncle Jim and her 
beloved Abuelita, both recently deceased, and begins a 
correspondence course in poultry care with the 
mysterious Agnes of Redwood Farm Supply. 

	 	 	

ROOFTOPPERS																							
BY	KATHERINE	RUNDELL	(2013)	

When authorities threaten to take 
Sophie, twelve, from Charles, who has 
been her guardian since both survived 
a shipwreck, the pair goes to Paris to 
try to find Sophie’s mother, and they 

are aided by Matteo and his “rooftoppers”. 

	
	
	

RAYMIE	NIGHTINGALE																											
BY	KATE	DICAMILLO	(2016)	

Set in 1975, the story is told by Raymie 
Clarke, whose father has just left her 
family. Raymie, however, has a plan to 
bring him back and in the process she 

meets and forms friendships with two girls who have 
their own difficulties to overcome. 

	 	 	



	

THE	MISSING	PIECES	OF	ME										
BY	JEAN	VAN	LEEUWEN		(2014)	

More than anything, ten-year-old 
Weezie wants to please her momma. 
She babysits her spoiled half-sister, 
Ruth Ann, and little Jackson. She 

makes tea for Momma in Gramma Emmeline's 
beautiful teapot. She even tries to cook dinner. But 
nothing turns out quite right. And Momma is never 
pleased. Hard times and a daddy who ran off before she 
was born seem to have stolen all of Momma's love. 
 

	

ECHO																																															
BY	PAM	MUÑOZ	RYAN	(2016)	

Lost and alone in a forbidden forest, 
Otto meets three mysterious sisters 
and suddenly finds himself entwined in 
a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, 

a promise, and a harmonica. Decades later, Friedrich in 
Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California 
each, in turn, become interwoven when the very same 
harmonica lands in their lives. All the children face 
daunting challenges yet, pulled by the invisible thread, 
their solo stories converge in an orchestral crescendo.  
	

SERIES	

TUPELO	LANDING																																			
BY	SHEILA	TURNAGE	(2012)	

When Miss Lana accidentally buys a 
haunted inn at the Tupelo Landing 
town auction, Desperado Detectives--
aka Mo LoBeau and her best friend 
Dale--opens up a paranormal division 

to solve the ghost's identity before the town's big 250th 
anniversary bash. 

	
THE	DOLL	PEOPLE	SERIES													

BY	ANN	M.	MARTIN	

Annabelle Doll is eight years old-she 
has been for more than a hundred 
years. Not a lot has happened to her, 
cooped up in the dollhouse, with the 
same doll family, day after day, year 

after year. . . until one day the Funcrafts move in.  

	 	 	

ANNE	OF	GREEN	GABLES																							
BY	DIEDRE	KESSLER	

Anne, an 11-year-old orphan, is sent by 
mistake to live with a lonely, middle-
aged brother and sister on a Prince 
Edward Island farm and proceeds to 

make an indelible impression on everyone around her. 
Followed by “Anne of Avonlea”; “Anne of the Island”; 
“Anne of Windy Poplars” and other titles. 

	
	 HOOT																																																									

BY	CARL	HIAASEN	
Roy, who is new to his small Florida 
community, becomes involved in 
another boy's attempt to save a colony 
of burrowing owls from a proposed 

construction site. Carl Hiaasen also wrote the novels 
“Flush”, “Scat”, and “Chomp” for middle grade readers 

	 	 	

THE	MYSTERIOUS	
BENEDICT	SOCIETY												

BY	TRENTON	LEE	STEWART	
The Mysterious Benedict 

Society series follows the adventures of Reynie, Kate, 
Sticky, and Constance, after they are accepted into the 
Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened. 

	
“A	WHOLE	NEW	BALLGAME”				

RIP	AND	RED	SERIES																					
BY	PHIL	BILDNER	

From the first morning with their odd 
new teacher, fifth grade is full of 
shocking surprises for best friends Rip 

and Red. 
	 	 	



	

AUDACITY	JONES	SERIES																
BY	KIRBY	LARSON	

Audacity the only orphan at Miss 
Maisie's School for Wayward Girls, is 
regularly sent to the dreaded 
"Punishment Room," which is actually 
a large library where an extremely 

clever stray cat, Min, keeps her company. When wealthy 
Commodore Crutchfield requests an orphan for a 
mission, Audie volunteers. With Min as a stowaway, 
they travel to Washington, but she soon learns that not 
all what it seems to be. 
 
 

	
	
	

WHEN	THE	SEA	TURNED	TO	SILVER																																		
BY	GRACE	LIN	

Pinmei's gentle, loving grandmother 
always has the most exciting tales for 
her granddaughter and the other 
villagers. However, the peace is 
shattered one night when soldiers of the 

Emperor arrive and kidnap the storyteller. 
A fast-paced adventure that is extraordinarily written 
and beautifully illustrated, When the Sea Turned to 
Silver is a masterpiece companion novel to Where the 
Mountain Meets the Moon and Starry River of the Sky.  

	 	 	

WISHING	DAY																																										
BY	LAUREN	MYRACLE	(2016)	

On the third night of the third month 
after a girl‛s thirteenth birthday, every 
girl in the town of Willow Hill makes 
three wishes. The first wish is an 
impossible wish. The second is a wish 

she can make come true herself. And the third is the 
deepest wish of her secret heart. So, Natasha goes to the 
willow tree at the top of the hill on her Wishing Day, 
and she makes three wishes. What unfolds is beyond 
anything she could have imagined. 
 
 
 

	
FINDING	SERENDIPITY																											

BY	ANGELICA	BANKS	(2015)	
Tuesday McGillycuddy lives with her 
father and author mother, who, under 
the name Serendipity Smith, writes a 
bestselling adventure series. When 
Tuesday's mother disappears while 

finishing the final tale, Tuesday types "The End" on her 
mother's typewriter, hoping she'll reappear. When she 
doesn't, Tuesday starts writing her own story. As she 
types, the words transform into silvery threads that 
transport Tuesday to a world reserved for authors, 
where she enlists help to find her mother. 

	 	 	

ONE	CRAZY	SUMMER,	P.S.	
BE	ELEVEN,	AND	GONE	
CRAZY	IN	ALABAMA																																			

BY	RITA	WILLIAMS-GARCIA	
In the first book, Delphine and her sisters travel to 
California to spend a month with their mother, a poet 
who ran off years before. In P.S. Be Eleven, the Gaither 
sisters return to Brooklyn and find that changes large 
and small have come to their home. The trilogy ends 
with Gone Crazy in Alabama when sisters Delphine, 
Vonetta, and Fern Gaither have been sent for the 
summer from Brooklyn to rural Alabama to reunite 
with their grandmother, Big Ma; their great-
grandmother, Ma Charles; and their Uncle Darnell, a 
Vietnam vet recovering from drug addiction. 

	
COUNTDOWN	(THE	SIXTIES	TRILOGY)	

BY	DEBORAH	WILES	

Franny Chapman just wants some 
peace. But that's hard to get when her 
best friend is feuding with her, her 
sister has disappeared, and her uncle is 
fighting an old war in his head. Her 

saintly younger brother is no help, and the cute boy 
across the street only complicates things. Worst of all, 
everyone is walking around just waiting for a bomb to 
fall. It's 1962, and it seems that the whole country is 
living in fear.  
	

	 	 	



	

THE	THICKETY	SERIES																									
BY	J.A.	WHITE 	

“A Path Begins” (#1) is the thrilling 
start of a new middle-grade fantasy 
series about a girl, a mysterious forest, 

and a book of untold magical powers. Their village 
shuns Kara and her brother, Taff, because their mother 
was a witch. The villagers believe nothing is more evil 
than magic, except for what lurks in the nearby 
Thickety. But when Kara enters the forbidden forest, 
she discovers a strange book, a grimoire that might 
have belonged to her mother. The events she then sets 
in motion are both awe-inspiring and terrifying... 

	
LEVEN	THUMPS	SERIES															

BY	OBERT	SKYE 

14-year-old Leven Thumps (a.k.a. 
"Lev") lives a wretched life in Burnt 
Culvert, Oklahoma. But his life is about 
to change and his destiny be fulfilled as 
he learns about a secret gateway that 

bridges two worlds -- the real world and Foo, a place 
created at the beginning of time in the folds of the mind 
that makes it possible for mankind to dream and hope, 
aspire and imagine. But Foo is in chaos, and three 
transplants from that dreamworld have been sent to 
retrieve Lev, who alone has the power to save Foo. 
 

CLASSIC	AND	ENDEARING	FAVORITES	

THE	PHANTOM	TOLLBOOTH																		
BY	NORTON	JUSTER	

Milo travels through a magical 
tollbooth and begins a journey to the 
Kingdom of Wisdom, where he and a 
"watch" dog named Tock try to end the 
feud between numbers and words. 

	
	 WHERE	THE	RED	FERN	GROWS											

BY	WILSON	RAWLS	
A young boy living in the Ozarks 
achieves his heart's desire when he 
becomes the owner of two redbone 
hounds and teaches them to be 

champion hunters. 
	
	

	 	 	

BRIDGE	TO	TERABITHIA																										
BY	KATHERINE	PATERSON	

The life of a 10-year-old boy in rural 
Virginia expands when he becomes 
friends with a newcomer who 
subsequently meets an untimely death 
trying to reach their hideaway, 

Terabithia, during a storm. 

	
	
	

BUD,	NOT	BUDDY																																				
BY	CHRISTOPHER	PAUL	CURTIS	

10-year-old Bud lives in Flint, 
Michigan, during the Great 
Depression. He escapes a bad foster 
home and sets out in search of the man 

he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, 
H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids. 
 
 

	 	 	

EVERY	SOUL	A	STAR																																
BY	WENDY	MASS	

Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at the one 
place the Great Eclipse can be seen in 
totality, each carrying the burden of 
different personal problems, which 
become dim when compared to the 

task they embark upon and the friendship they find. 

	
	
	

MRS.	FRISBY	AND	THE	RATS	OF	NIMH																																														
BY	ROBERT	C.		O’BRIEN	

Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with 
small children, is faced with a terrible 
problem. But, she encounters the rats 
of NIMH, a breed of highly intelligent 
creatures, who might help her issue. 

Mrs. Frisby in turn renders them a great service. 
	 	 	



	

CADDIE	WOODLAWN																													
BY	CAROL	RYRIE	BRINK	

Growing up in frontier Wisconsin, 
redheaded tomboy Caddie prevents a 
massacre and survives a prairie fire. 

	
	 THE	LAST	UNICORN																																	

BY	PETER	S.		BEAGLE	
A lonely unicorn sets out to discover if 
she is the last of her kind. Along the 
way, she must avoid the malevolent 
Red Bull and enlists the help of 
Schmendrick the magician and the 

knight Prince Lir. 
 
 

	 	 	

	KIT'S	WILDERNESS																				
BY	DAVID	ALMOND		

The Watson family moves to 
Stoneygate, an old coal-mining town, 
to care for Kit’s recently widowed 
grandfather. When Kit meets John 
Askew, another boy whose family has 
both worked and died in the mines, 

Askew invites Kit to join him in playing a game called 
Death. As Kit’s grandfather tells him stories of the 
mine’s past and the history of the Watson family, Askew 
takes Kit into the mines, where the boys look to find the 
childhood ghosts of their long-gone ancestors.  
 
 

	
“POPPY”		(DIMWOOD	#1)																																												

BY	AVI 	
At the very edge of Dimwood Forest 
stood an old charred oak where, 
silhouetted by the moon, a great 
horned owl sat waiting. The owl's name 
was Mr. Ocax, and he looked like death 

himself. With his piercing gaze, he surveyed the lands 
he called his own, watching for the creatures he 
considered his subjects. Not one of them ever dared to 
cross his path… until the terrible night when two little 
mice went dancing in the moonlight… 

	 	 	

“ONCE	UPON	A	MARIGOLD”	(UPON	A	
MARIGOLD	#1)																															

BY	JEAN	FERRIS	

Christian is gaga for Princess Marigold. 
But he's just a commoner, and no 
match for royalty. Heck, he lives in a 
cave with a troll! And now he's 

discovered another reason to put his love-soggy heart 
on ice: Queen Olympia is scheming to take over the 
kingdom--and she'll bump off her own daughter to do 
it. Can Christian foil her diabolical plans? 

	
	SEEDFOLKS																																						

BY	PAUL	FLEISCHMAN		

A vacant lot, rat-infested and filled 
with garbage, looked like no place for a 
garden. Especially to a neighborhood 
of strangers where no one seems to 
care. Until one day, a young girl clears 

a small space and digs into the hard-packed soil to plant 
her precious bean seeds. Suddenly, the soil holds 
promise: To Curtis, who believes he can win back 
Lateesha's heart with a harvest of tomatoes; to Virgil's 
dad, who sees a fortune to be made from growing 
lettuce; and even to Maricela, sixteen and pregnant, 
wishing she were dead. Thirteen very different voices 
and perspectives—old, young, Haitian, Hispanic, tough, 
haunted, and hopeful—tell one amazing story about a 
garden that transforms a neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 
 



	

FICTION	IN	VERSE	

LOVE	THAT	DOG	AND	
HATE	THAT	CAT																																																		

BY	SHARON	CREECH	
Love That Dog: Jack hates poetry, but he can't avoid 
Ms. Stretchberry's assignments. But then something 
amazing happens. The more he writes, the more he 
learns that he does have something to say. 
Hate That Cat: In a companion book to Love That Dog, 
Jack continues to discover the joys of expressing 
himself. 
 

	
	 THE	LAST	FIFTH	GRADE	OF	

EMERSON	ELEMENTARY																																											
BY	LAURA	SHOVAN	

This novel in verse follows the fifth 
graders as they attempt to save their 
run-down school from closing. In page-
long entries, various poetic forms and 

styles are used such as haikus, rhymes, acrostics, free 
verse, limericks, and more. All are discussed in an 
endnote. 

	 	 	

MAY	B:	A	NOVEL																																					
BY	CAROLINE	STARR	ROSE	

When a failed wheat crop nearly 
bankrupts the Betterly family, Pa pulls 
12-year-old May from school and hires 
her out to a couple new to the Kansas 
frontier. 

	

	
FORGET	ME	NOT																											
BY	ELLIE	TERRY		

Calliope June has Tourette syndrome. 
She can't control her voice or body. In 
a new school, she tries to hide her TS. 
Only her popular neighbor sees her as 
a quirky kid, and a good friend. But is 

he brave enough to take their friendship public? 		
	

	 	 	

	BORROWED	NAMES:	POEMS	ABOUT	
LAURA	INGALLS	WILDER,	MADAM	C.J.	WALKER,	

MARIE	CURIE,	AND	THEIR	DAUGHTERS																													

BY	JEANNINE	ATKINS		

As a child, Laura Ingalls Wilder 
traveled across the prairie in a covered 
wagon. Her daughter, Rose, thought 

those stories might make a good book, and the two 
created the beloved Little House series. Sara Breedlove, 
the daughter of former slaves, wanted everything to be 
different for her own daughter, A'Lelia. Together they 
built a million-dollar beauty empire for women of color. 
Marie Curie became the first person in history to win 
two Nobel prizes in science. Inspired by her mother, 
Irène too became a scientist and Nobel prize winner. 
Borrowed Names is the story of these extraordinary 
mothers and daughters.  

	
HUGGING	THE	ROCK																						

BY	SUSAN	TAYLOR	BROWN		

When her mom runs away from home, 
Rachel is left behind with her 
emotionally distant father and many 
questions she cannot answer. Over 

time, she learns the truth about her mom. But it's only 
when she learns the truth about her dad, the rock- 
immoveable and always there for her to lean on-that 
Rachel can move toward understanding. Every word 
rings true in this achingly real novel in verse. 

	


