
 
 

May 2016 
Dear Rising Sixth Grade Families, 
 
Sooner than you think, your daughter will be entering the sixth grade.  Summer provides an excellent opportunity for 
students to explore many different kinds of literature and to have fun while doing so.  Before the frenzied excitement of 
summer begins, we would like to take this opportunity to clarify our department’s summer reading expectations.   
 
Each student is required to read a total of six books during the summer.  Two are requisite titles, and this year’s required 
titles fit nicely into the sixth grade literature curriculum, which is a genre-study based in the themes of friendship, family, 
and community.  The two required novels are My Louisiana Sky by Kimberly Willis Holt and All of the Above by Shelley 
Pearsall.  My Louisiana Sky is a heartfelt, poignantly told novel of a young girl living in rural Louisiana in the 1950s.  All of 
the Above, inspired by true events, takes place in Cleveland and centers around a group of four students questing to set a 
math record by building the world’s largest tetrahedron.  You may delight in experimenting with the many barbecue recipes 
the author weaves into the unfolding story.  Both novels center upon characters who overcome adversity in their own 
unique ways.  Because we will discuss these two novels in great detail in September, your daughter should read these works 
carefully in August to better retain key information for class discussion and activities. 
 
In addition to the two required novels, My Louisiana Sky by Kimberly Willis Holt and Shelley Pearsall’s All of the Above, your 
daughter needs to choose four other books from the Hathaway Brown Middle School Library Summer Reading List found 
at www.hb.edu/page.cfm?p=1286.  She may read these choice books at her own pace throughout the summer, but she 
needs to complete the online component before August 22, 2016 because school passwords will be reset before the first 
day of school.  She should not complete this task for the two required novels, however. 
 
To access the online activities for her four choice books, your daughter must first select “Haiku Login” from the 
Quicklinks tab on the www.hb.edu homepage.  Once she arrives at the login page, she should sign in using her Google 
Apps account.  She then will be prompted to type in her username and password.  If your daughter is a returning HB 
student, she already has a username and password.  If she is an incoming student, her login information will be 
forthcoming.  Once she has logged into the Haiku Learning site successfully, she needs to select the “Incoming Sixth 
Grade” page located to the left of the central content block.  Here, she will see the discussion forum we have designed.  
She will notice four questions, and she is to answer one question per choice book.  She should select which question best 
fits each book she has read.   
 
Following the guidelines online, she then clicks on the first question to which she would like to respond.  If she would like 
to read the full instructions, she needs to select “more…” after the initial prompt.  Once she is ready to write, she will want 
to select “+New Post” in the upper left-hand corner.  In the “Subject” box, she needs to enter the title and author of the 
appropriate choice book.  In the remaining text box, she is to write her clear, concise, and grammatically correct response 
to the question to her best ability.  If she is satisfied with her entry, she may select “Post.”  If she would like to save it and 
return to post it later, she may select “Save as Draft.”  Once she has written her entry for that question, she is welcome to 
reply to her classmates’ responses as she sees fit.  Her English teacher will periodically read and respond to posts 
throughout the summer; it is a wonderful way for your daughter and her classmates to engage in literary conversations 
through Haiku Learning before we officially begin the school year.  Please do note, however, that the Haiku pages will 
not go live until June 30.  
    
We wish you and your families a wonderful summer.  May you embark upon many adventures together and with the 
characters in the books you read.   
        
Sincerely, 
Laura A. Zappas, Middle School English Department Chair 
lzappas@hb.edu; (216)320-8796, x7115 
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