
 

 
Hathaway Brown Middle School Summer Reading List 

Grades 5 & 6 
 
Dear rising 5th and 6th grade girls, 
We have compiled a list of special books in a variety of categories for your summer 
reading pleasure. Please choose any four (4) books from the list or other titles by any 
of the authors featured on this list, and follow the instructions provided by your 
teacher. Have fun exploring the list and choosing your selections!  
 
Newer and Noteworthy 

 
A Bandit's Tale: The Muddled Misadventures of a Pickpocket 

by Deborah Hopkinson 
In the  streets of late 19th-century New York City, eleven-year-old 
Rocco, newly arrived in New York is sold to a cruel man who sends his 
group of children to perform as street musicians. In order to eat, Rocco 
joins a group of pickpockets until he meets Meddlin' Mary, a young Irish 
girl who, with her father, is devoted to caring for the city's mistreated 
and overworked horses. Note: Ms. Hopkinson will be featured at a 
special HB author program in April, 2017! 
 

 

Bayou Magic by Jewell Parker 
 

It's 10-year-old Maddy's turn to spend a summer with her grandmother 
on the bayou in Bon Temps, Louisiana. She has heard stories from her 
sisters about the strange woman they call Grandmere, but Maddy can't 
wait to go. Maddy learns her family's history and recognizes the magic 
within her. She learns about environmental issues and realizes that she 
can save her beloved bayou. 



 
The Blossoming Universe of Violet Diamond by Brenda Woods 
 

Eleven-year-old Violet doesn't look like her mother or her sister; they 
both look white, while she resembles her black father, who died in a 
traffic accident before she was born, and whose parents are estranged 
from Violet and her family. Discovering that her grandmother is showing 
her art at a nearby Seattle gallery, Violet decides it's time she met her 
father's mother. 
 
  
Book Scavenger by Jennifer Chambliss Bertman 
 
Eccentric mastermind Garrison Griswold, founder of the popular Book 
Scavenger website, is about to launch an elaborate new game when his 
plans are violently interrupted. The only clue he leaves behind is a 
specially printed copy of an Edgar Allan Poe short story, "The Gold-Bug." 
Enter 12-year-old Emily, an avid Book Scavenger player whose family has 
just arrived in Griswold's hometown of San Francisco. 

 

Cartwheeling in Thunderstorms by Katherine Rundell 
 

Wilhelmina "Will" Silver, a girl "stubborn . . . and exasperating and 
wild and honest and true," lives on a Zimbabwean tobacco farm with 
her beloved caretaker father and spends her days barefoot and 
dust-covered, riding her horse with her best friend Simon. When her 
father passes away and the elderly Captain, now her legal guardian, 
marries a younger woman who decides to send Will to boarding school in 
England, Will is sent to Leewood Academy, where she is harassed, 
bullied, and physically attacked. Will escapes to try to survive in the 
streets of London. 
 

Chasing Secrets by Gennifer Choldenko 
 
Lizzie wants to become a doctor like her father, but in 1900 such 
dreams give her little in common with other girls her age and put her 
at odds with Aunt Hortense, who is determined to make a lady of 
her. However Lizzie‛s thoughts are of hushed rumors of plague, as 
she schemes to rescue the family cook, Jing, from quarantine in San 
Francisco's Chinatown. Choldenko explores the circumstances 
surrounding this outbreak of bubonic plague and the challenges of 
growing up as a girl in early twentieth-century America.  
 



 
 
Dream on Amber by Emma Shevah 
 
Almost twelve-year-old Ambra Alessandra Leola Kimiko Miyamoto 
(please, just call her Amber) navigates middle school embarrassments, 
awkward friendships, a first crush, an intimidating bully, and the 
realities of being biracial. 
 
 

Extraordinary by Miriam Spitzer Franklin 
 

Pansy often backed out of things her best friend, Anna, wanted to do, 
including attending the sleepaway camp where Anna contracted 
meningitis and became disabled. But when Pansy learns that surgery 
might restore Anna to her old self, she will do anything to become 
extraordinary in time for Anna's return. 
 

 

Finding Serendipity by Angelica Banks 
 

Tuesday McGillycuddy lives with her language-loving father and 
author mother, who, under the name Serendipity Smith, writes a 
bestselling adventure series starring heroine Vivienne Small. When 
Tuesday's mother disappears while finishing Vivienne's final tale, 
Tuesday types "The End" on her mother's typewriter, hoping she'll 
reappear. When she doesn't, Tuesday starts writing her own story. 
As she types, the words transform into silvery threads that 
transport Tuesday and her dog, Baxter, to a world reserved for 
authors, where she enlists Vivienne's help to find her mother.  
 

 
The Ghosts of Tupelo Landing by Sheila Turnage 
 
When Miss Lana accidentally buys a haunted inn at the Tupelo Landing 
town auction, Desperado Detectives--aka Mo LoBeau and her best 
friend Dale--opens up a paranormal division to solve the ghost's 
identity before the town's big 250th anniversary bash. 
 

 

 

 

 



The Land of Forgotten Girls by Erin Entrada Kelly 

 
Sol and Ming are abandoned when their father returns to the 
Philippines. leaving the sisters with their stepmother, Vea. In order to 
endure their stepmother's abuse, Sol imagines them as princesses 
fighting an evil dragon and visualizes their low-income apartment 
building transformed into a fairy-tale tower.  
 
 

 

 

The Nest by Kenneth Oppel 
 
When wasps come to Steve in a dream offering to fix his sick baby 
brother, he thinks all he has to do is say yes. But yes may not mean 
what Steve thinks it means. 
 

 

 

Once Was a Time by Leila Sales 
 

In the war-ravaged England of 1940, Charlotte Bromley is sure of only 
one thing: Kitty McLaughlin is her best friend in the whole world. But 
when Charlotte's scientist father makes an astonishing discovery that 
the Germans will covet for themselves, Charlotte is faced with an 
impossible choice between danger and safety.  
 

Paper Wishes by Lois Sepahban 
In 1942, near the start of World War II and along with many other 
Japanese Americans on the West Coast, Manami, her parents, and her 
grandfather are evacuated from their home in Bainbridge Island, WA. 
When they leave, Manami manages to hide her beloved dog but a 
soldier takes him away. Overwhelmed by distress and sadness, 
Manami stops speaking.  An author's note offers historical 
information on Japanese Americans and the WWII relocation camps.  
 

 

 



 

Pax by Sara Pennypacker 
 
Twelve-year-old Peter found his loyal companion, Pax, as an orphaned 
kit while still grieving his own mother's death. Peter's father said he 
could keep the fox "for now" but five years later, when he joins the 
military, he insists the boy leave Pax by the road when he takes Peter 
to his grandfather's house, hundreds of miles away.  The story 
recounts Peter's journey back to Pax and Pax's steadfastness in 
waiting for Peter's return. 
 

 

Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo  
 
Set in 1975,the story is told from the perspective of Raymie Clarke, 
whose father has just left her family. Raymie, however, has a plan to 
bring him back and in the process she meets and forms friendships 
with two girls who have their own difficulties to overcome.  
 

 

 

Ruby & Me by Shannon Hitchcock 
 

It's 1969, and while black folks and white folks are cordial, having a 
black teacher at an all-white school is a strange new happening. For 
Sarah Beth, there are so many unanswered questions. What is all this 
talk about Freedom Riders and school integration? Why can't she and 
Ruby become best friends? In a world filled with uncertainty, one 
very special teacher shows her students and the adults in their lives 
that change invites unexpected possibilities. 
 

The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall 
 
13-year-old Arthur  throws a brick at Mr. Hampton,  a junk collector, 
and winds up on probation working for him to find items for Hampton‛s 
artistic masterpiece. In the process, Arthur learns about what is 
important in life. Author  Pearsall bases the book on a real work of 
folk art by James Hampton, a janitor who built his work in a garage in 
Washington, D.C., from bits of light bulbs, foil, mirrors, wood, bottles, 
coffee cans, and cardboard; the seven most important things.  
 



 
 
The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin 
 
Twelve-year-old Suzy Swanson wades through her intense grief over 
the loss of her best friend by investigating the rare jellyfish she is 
convinced was responsible for her friend's death. 
 
 
 

Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer by Kelly 
Jones 
Sophie Brown is new to farm life, new to being one of the only "brown 
people" in town (the others being her mother and Gregory, the 
mailman), and definitely new to caring for chickens--and these are 
some challenging chickens. To help herself adjust to life away from Los 
Angeles, she writes letters to her great-uncle Jim and her beloved 
Abuelita, both recently deceased, and begins a correspondence course 
in poultry care with the mysterious Agnes of Redwood Farm Supply.  
 

Wishing Day by Lauren Myracle 
 

On the third night of the third month after a girl‛s thirteenth 
birthday, every girl in the town of Willow Hill makes three wishes. 
The first wish is an impossible wish. The second is a wish she can make 
come true herself. And the third is the deepest wish of her secret 
heart. So, Natasha goes to the willow tree at the top of the hill on her 
Wishing Day, and she makes three wishes. What unfolds is beyond 
anything she could have imagined. 

 
Series 

 

Audacity Jones to the Rescue by Kirby Larson 
  
Audacity the only orphan at Miss Maisie's School for Wayward Girls, is 
regularly sent to the dreaded "Punishment Room," which is actually a 
large library where an extremely clever stray cat, Min, keeps her 
company. When wealthy Commodore Crutchfield requests an orphan for 
a mission, Audie volunteers. With Min as a stowaway, they travel to 
Washington, but she soon learns that not all what it seems to be. 
 



Anne of Green Gables by Diedre Kessler  
 

Anne, an eleven year old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, 
middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and 
proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone around her. 
Followed by Anne of Avonlea; Anne of the Island; Anne of Windy 
Poplars and other titles.  
 
 

 

The Game of Silence by Louise Erdrich 
 

Now that you have read the first book in the Birchbark series, The 
Birchbark House,  you may wish to read one of the three additional 
titles in this series;  
The Game of Silence 
The Porcupine Year 
Chickadee 
A fifth title, Makoons,  is due to be published in August, 2016.  
 

 
The Breadwinner (trilogy) by Deborah Ellis 
 

Because the Taliban rulers of Kabul, Afghanistan, impose strict 
limitations on women's freedom and behavior, eleven-year-old Parvana 
must disguise herself as a boy so that her family can survive after 
her father's arrest. The additional two titles in the trilogy are 
Parvana‛s Journey and Mud City. A sequel to the Breadwinner trilogy 
is entitled My Name is Parvana.  
 

The Chronicles of Narnia by C.S. Lewis  
1. The Magician‛s Nephew 
2. The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe 
3. The Horse and His Boy 
4. Prince Caspian 
5. The Voyage of the Dawn Treader 
6. The Silver Chair 
7. The Last Battle 

C.S. Lewis's seven-book series set in the mythical land of Narnia, 
where humans and beasts work together to free the land from evil. 
 



 
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen  
 

Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in 
another boy's attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a 
proposed construction site.  
Carl Hiaasen also wrote the novels Flush, Scat, and Chomp for middle 
grade readers. 
 
 
 
 Long Way from Chicago   Two children, Joey and Mary Alice 
Dowdel, spend time every summer with their eccentric grandmother in 
rural Illinois.  
A Year down Yonder  15-year-old Mary Alice has to go stay with 
Grandma alone--for a whole year, maybe longer and be an accomplice in 
Grandma's outrageous schemes. 
A Season of Gifts  Grandma Dowdel is now almost 90 and still toting 
her rifle, still living alone, and taking down the neighborhood hoodlums. 
All by Richard Peck. 
 
Magnus Chase and the Gods of Asgard, Book One: The Sword 

of Summer   
 
Magnus Chase, a homeless boy living in Boston, finds out he is the son 
of a Norse god.  
 
 

 

The Missing by Margaret Peterson Haddix  
Titles:  Found -- Sent -- Sabotaged -- Torn -- Caught. When Jonah 
and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane 
that appeared out of nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board, 
they uncover a mystery involving time travel and as they travel 
through time trying to fix what went wrong they discover that there 
are two opposing forces, each trying to repair the fabric of time. 



The Mysterious Benedict Society by 
Trenton Lee Stewart  
 
The Mysterious Benedict Society series 
follows the adventures of Reynie, Kate, 
Sticky, and Constance, after they are 
accepted into the Learning Institute for 
the Very Enlightened.  
 
 

 
 
(Trilogy) One Crazy Summer, P.S. Be 

Eleven, and Gone Crazy in Alabama by 
Rita WilliamsGarcia   
 
In the first book, Delphine and her sisters 
travel to California to spend a month with their 
mother, a poet who ran off years before. In P.S. 

Be Eleven, the Gaither sisters return to Brooklyn and find that changes large and small 
have come to their home. The trilogy ends with Gone Crazy in Alabama when sisters 
Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern Gaither have been sent for the summer from Brooklyn to rural 
Alabama to reunite with their grandmother, Big Ma; their great-grandmother, Ma Charles; 
and their Uncle Darnell, a Vietnam vet recovering from drug addiction.  

 
 
A Whole New Ballgame: A Rip and Red Book  by Phil Bildner  
 
From the first morning with their odd new teacher, fifth grade is full 
of shocking surprises for best friends Rip and Red. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Classics and Enduring Favorites 
 

Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson   
 
The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia expands when he 
becomes friends with a newcomer who subsequently meets an untimely 
death trying to reach their hideaway, Terabithia, during a storm. 
 
 
 

The Book of Three by Lloyd Alexander 
 

The adventures of Taran the Assistant Pig-keeper and his quest to 
become a hero. He is joined by Eilonwy, the strong-willed and 
sharp-tongued princess; Fflewddur Fflam, the bard, the ever-faithful 
Gurgi; and the curmudgeonly Doli--all of whom become involved in an epic 
struggle between good and evil that shapes the fate of the legendary 
land of Prydain. 
 
 
Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis   
 
Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the 
Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of 
the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. 
Calloway of Grand Rapids. 
 
 
 

Caddie Woodlawn by Carol Ryrie Brink 
 
Growing up in frontier Wisconsin, red-headed tomboy Caddie prevents a 
massacre and survives a prairie fire.   
 
 
 
 



Every Soul a Star by Wendy Mass 
 
Ally, Bree, and Jack meet at the one place the Great Eclipse can be 
seen in totality, each carrying the burden of different personal 
problems, which become dim when compared to the task they embark 
upon and the friendship they find. Additional titles by Wendy Mass 
include: 11 Birthdays - A Mango-Shaped Space -The Candymakers - 
Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life - Finally - Graceful - The Last 
Present, and many more! 
 

From the MixedUp Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. 
Konigsburg   
 

Claudia knew that she could never pull off the old-fashioned kind of 
running away...so she decided not to run from somewhere, but to 
somewhere. And so, after some careful planning, she and her younger 
brother, Jamie, escaped -- right into a mystery that made headlines! 
 
 

 

The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 
 
The adventures of the well-to-do hobbit, Bilbo Baggins, who lived 
happily in his comfortable home until a wandering wizard granted his 
wish. 
 
 
 
 
The Last Unicorn by Peter S. Beagle 
 

A lonely unicorn sets out to discover if she is the last of her kind. 
Along the way, she must avoid the malevolent Red Bull and enlists the 
help of Schmendrick the magician and the knight Prince Lir to aid her 
in her quest. 
 
 

 

 



Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O’Brien 
 
Mrs. Frisby, a widowed mouse with four small children, is faced with a 
terrible problem. She must move her family to their summer quarters 
immediately, or face almost certain death. But her youngest son, 
Timothy, lies ill  and must not be moved. Fortunately, she encounters 
the rats of NIMH, an extraordinary breed of highly intelligent 
creatures, who come up with a brilliant solution to her dilemma. And 
Mrs. Frisby in turn renders them a great service. 
 
 
The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster  

 
 Milo travels through a magical tollbooth and begins a journey to the 
Kingdom of Wisdom, where he and a "watch" dog named Tock try to 
end the feud between numbers and words. 
 
 
 
 

The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke 
 
Orphaned brothers Prosper and Bo, having run away from their cruel 
aunt and uncle, decide to hide out in Venice where they fall in with the 
Thief Lord, a thirteen-year-old boy who leads a crime ring of street 
children. 
 
 
 

A View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsberg 
 

Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond 
and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses 
them to represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl 
competition. 
 
 
 



 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead 
 

When Miranda's best friend Sal gets punched by a strange kid, he 
abruptly stops speaking to her; then oddly predictive letters start 
arriving. They ask for her help, saying, "I'm coming to save your 
friend's life, and my own.” Other favorite titles by Rebecca Stead 
include: Liar & Spy - First Light - Goodbye Stranger.  
 
 

 

Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls  
 
A young boy living in the Ozarks achieves his heart's desire when he 
becomes the owner of two redbone hounds and teaches them to be 
champion hunters. 

 
 

 

Graphic Novels 
 

Baba Yaga's Assistant by Marika McCoola 

Enter a modern world in which Russian folklore icon Baba Yaga exists. 
After Masha's beloved grandmother dies and her widowed father plans 
to remarry, Masha answers a help-wanted ad to become assistant to the 
mortar-and-pestle-riding, child-eating character. Drawing on lessons 
learned through her grandmother's stories as well as a streak of her own 
inherited magical ability, Masha realizes that her family's connections to 
Baba Yaga are more complex than previously revealed.  
 

Roller Girl by Victoria Jamieson 

For most of her 12 years, Astrid has done everything with her best 
friend, Nicole. But after Astrid falls in love with roller derby and signs 
up for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to dance camp instead. And so 
begins the most difficult summer of Astrid's life as she struggles to 
keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the friend she feels 
slipping away, and cautiously embark on a new friendship.  



 

Space Dumplins by Craig Thompson 

When Violet Marlocke‛s, father goes missing, she can't just sit around 
and do nothing. Violet sets out with a group of misfit friends on a quest 
to find him. But space is big and dangerous, and she soon discovers that 
her dad has been swallowed by a giant, planet-eating whale. 

 

 

A Year Without Mom by Dasha Tolstikova   

Dasha is twelve years old, living in Moscow in 1991, when her mother, an 
advertising copywriter, leaves Russia to study in the U.S. Dasha stays 
with her grandparents (her father is in LA) and relates the story of her 
passing year with quick snapshots of each month  

 

 
Novels/Stories in Verse 
 

 

Enchanted Air: Two Cultures, Two Wings: A Memoir by 
Margarita Engle  
"It really is possible to feel / like two people / at the same time, / when 
your parents / grandparents / memories / words / come from two / 
different / worlds."  A memoir in verse, the author's memories focus on 
the first 14 years of her life, beginning with joyful summers spent in her 
mother's homeland of Cuba and ending during the aftermath of the 
Cuban Missile Crisis.  
 

Love That Dog and Hate That Cat by Sharon Creech 
 

Love That Dog:  Jack hates poetry, but he can't avoid Ms. 
Stretchberry's assignments. But then something amazing 
happens. The more he writes, the more he learns that he does 
have something to say. 
Hate That Cat: In a companion book to Love That Dog, Jack 
continues to discover the joys of expressing himself.  



 

The Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary by Laura Shovan  
  
 This novel in verse follows the fifth graders at Emerson Elementary as 
they attempt to save their run-down school, which is danger of closing. 
In page-long entries, various  poetic forms and styles are used such as 
haikus, rhymes, acrostics, free verse, limericks, and more. All are 
discussed in an endnote. 
 
 
 

 
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse 
 

The story of Billie Jo, a girl who struggles to help her family survive 
the dust bowl years of the Depression. 

 
 

 
 

May B: A Novel by Caroline Starr Rose 
 
When a failed wheat crop nearly bankrupts the Betterly family, Pa pulls 
12-year-old May from school and hires her out to a couple new to the 
Kansas frontier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Red Butterfly by A. L. Sonnichsen  
 
In China, a foundling girl with a deformed hand raised in secret by an 
American woman must navigate China's strict adoption system when 
she is torn away from the only family she has ever known. First-person 
poems are divided into three sections "Crawl, " "Dissolve, " and "Fly."  
 
 


